
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special 

thanks to those 

who have 

contributed to 

‘IN TOUCH’ 
in any way by 

sponsorship, 

donations, 

articles, typing, 

delivery etc. 

 

**** 

Your help helps 

the Community 

 

**** 

Your ideas and 

contributions are 

still needed 

 

**** 

Sponsorship is 

still needed to 

keep it going 

 

**** 

Help is needed 

 to put it  

together 
 

 

CONTACT 

 

 
 

 

David Wildman              Tel:  01646 602116 
   david@davidwildman.com 
 

Gill Gill (Treasurer)    Tel:  01646 6004 09 

 

Burton & 

Rosemarket 

IN TOUCH 
 Spring 2012  ISSUE 40 

 Issue 23 

If you can help, and 

be a part of this, 

Your Community  

Newsletter 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO  
HANNAH GWILLIAM  
and MEL GRIFFITHS  

together with :  

Ruth Alderson walking to 
Canterbury, and memories 
of Burton School including 
the boy who hitched a lift 
from Hill Crescent on the 

back of a post van and lived 
to tell the tale. Plus other 

local information and future 
events in your community. 

Your contributions for 
future issues will be most 

welcome 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL TAX UPDATE 
Pembrokeshire continues to be the lowest ‘Council 
Tax’ authority in Wales with a 1.7% increase for 
2012/13 raising a Band D property to £719.93. Our 
two adjoining counties of Carmarthenshire and 
Ceridigion come in at £951.14 and £942.41 
respectively. People in Blaenau Gwent pay an 
enormous £1252.74 

 
�4�������� 

 

Wheelchair Hire – PIPPA 
The Physically Impaired People of Pembrokeshire 
Association is amalgamating with Pembrokeshire 
Frame 
After many years of service to the public, based for 
many years in The Coach House at Haverfordwest 
Bus Station and latterly in the Basement at 
Haverfordwest Registry Office PIPPA is moving on 
to offer a much improved service. 
The amalgamation with FRAME with its large fleet of 
vehicles allows for greater flexibility in delivery which 
will be beneficial to those requiring equipment at 
short notice. 

For the interim the contact number 01437 760 999 

will remain. 
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SAFER PEMBROKESHIRE 
 

If you need a tradesman to enter your  
home to complete work for you, follow the  

simple steps below to ensure you stay safe -  

• Lock, Stop, Chain and Check  
Lock - always keep your doors locked when 
at home.  
Stop - are you expecting anyone? Look  
 

through the spyhole.  
Chain - always check identification. Ask for 
their details in writing to enable you to make 
enquiries.  

• Obtain other quotes - always get quotes 
from other traders for the same work/goods.  

• Check their credentials. Do they belong to a 
trade association?  

• References - ask for references from existing 
customers.  

• Never pay in advance and make sure youget 
a written quote.  

• Don't be rushed - allow yourself time to think 
it over; the law requires a 7-day cooling off 
period for agreements made in your home.  

• Don't pay in cash - consider paying by 
cheque or credit card, which may provide you 
with added protection.  

• Don't be alone - if you feel nervous or 
vulnerable then arrange for someone to be in 
the house with you when the work is done.  

• Your rights - under the Supply of Goods and 
Services Act, work must be carried out with 
reasonable care and skill, for a reasonable  
fee and in reasonable time.  
               For more information visit -   
             www.tradingstandards.gov.uk 
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A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what 
her own childhood was like: "We used to skate  
outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a  tyre it 
hung from a tree in our front yard .We rode our pony. We 
picked wild raspberries in the woods." The little girl was 
wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure wish 
I'd gotten to know you sooner!"  

�4�������� 

Little Johnny goes to the vet with his goldfish. 
"I think it's got epilepsy" he tells the vet. 
Vet takes a look and says "It seems calm enough to me". 
Johnny says, "I haven't taken it out of the bowl yet". 

Burton Wednesday Afternoon Club     
 

Invite you to their  
 

ANNUAL COFFEE MORNING 
at the  

 

Jubilee Hall  Houghton 

 

Saturday 19th May at 10.30am – 12.30pm 
Lots of stalls, cake - bottle - £1.00 – book - raffle - 50/50 -  

friendship, conversation, fun and more 
 



In Memory of Hannah Gwilliam – Forever Fund 

One of life’s greatest gifts is remembrance. You can help to 

keep Hannah’s memory alive with your support  to the 

Forever Fund set up in her memory.  

Setting up an online Forever Fund is a special way to 

ensure that your loved one is never forgotten. All monies 

raised  through this fund will go to “Search 4 a Vaccine 

Campaign” run by Meningitis UK. Your support will also, 

hopefully, help to prevent other families from future 

heartache. 

 If you would like to contribute to the fund and raise money 

for Meningitis UK, please visit our site: 

http://meningitisuk.tributefunds.com/fund/Hannah+Gwilliam 

or 

http://meningitisuk.tributefunds.com/fund/georgina+Frances+Tait 
 

or, if you prefer to donate locally you can do so through NatWest Bank Milford Haven- 

Hannah Gwilliam Memorial Fund. 

 

 

 

 

Ideal emergency device. 

If you are unable to access Pembrokeshire County Council Community Alarm System for whatever reason a 

suitable alternative that is being used by a number of Pembrokeshire residents is the Doro Handle Plus 324 

Mobile Phone. There are probably a number of alternatives but this particular device has been used twice by a 

lady from Merlins Bridge to call for help after a fall. 

The Doro Handle Plus is one of the most basic mobile phones available. It has no screen and can be 

programmed to call five numbers from one of it's 5 large buttons. The Doro HandlePlus is our simplest mobile 

phone and most basic mobile phone that is designed to give the user 

independence, peace of mind and safety.  

The Doro HandlePlus can both make and receive calls. The 5 large 

buttons on the phone store one contact number each as a speed dial. 

When you want to call a number, just press the appropriate button where 

the number is stored.  

The Doro HandlePlus 324 mobile phone has big buttons for ease of use. 

The Swedish designed Doro HandlePlus 324 has been specifically 

modeled to allow users to grip the handset effortlessly and locate its 

buttons with ease. The Doro Handle Plus phone also comes with a handy 

neck strap which is a good way of carrying the phone about keeping your hands free to do other things. The 

Doro HandlePlus 324 also has a hands free loudspeaker. 

Meningitis UK will be running an awareness week at Tesco 

Milford Haven beginning 16th April 2012 

ALL WELCOME 



MEL GRIFFITHS (1924-2011) 
 

It was with great sadness that we recently learned of 
the death of Houghton resident Mel Griffiths. Over 
the years, Mel was a regular contributor to this 
magazine.  
Mel was born at Newton Farm, near Houghton, in 
1924 and after attending Burton School, he lived 
most of his life within a mile or so of Houghton 
village. 
After leaving school at the age of fourteen, Mel 
returned to work on the farm with his father. Two 
years later, in 1940, he was employed by the Great 
Western Railway, at Neyland, as a fireman. He 
worked for several years at Pontypool Road but 
finally, in 1950, the call of Newton Farm became too 
loud and he returned to help his ageing father. He 
was, however, always delighted to “talk railways" 
with anyone at any time; the GWR was always 
referred to in these conversations as “God's 
Wonderful Railway". 
 In 1966 he joined Haverfordwest RDC and was 
later transferred to the Welsh Water Authority. Here 
he was employed as a builder and maintenance 
worker until he retired in 1988. Other early building 
projects included the bus shelters at Houghton and 
Bowlings Corner, both of which are still in use today. 
In the early seventies he worked hard and built the 
family home, “the RELM”, Vale Road, Houghton, 
which was where he was proud to live until his 
recent death. 
Mel met Elma on a Sunday School outing to Tenby 
in 1948 and this was the beginning of 58 years of a 
happy marriage.  Mel was a great family man and 
supported his family with pride. An ardent draughts 
player, he attended many local competitions, 
especially at Llawhaden. He and Elma were also 
keen whist players, regularly attending whist drives 
throughout the County. They ran the local whist 
drive in Houghton Village Hall for twenty-five years. 
Mel was also a regular at Wednesday club and 
enjoyed attending fortnightly lunches with his 
friends. He was a founding member of the PTA at 
Houghton school and was a member of Burton 
Parish Council (later Burton Community Council) for 
twenty-seven years; here he was involved in a 
number of projects including maintaining public 
footpaths and creating the Jubilee Play Park at 
Houghton. 
 
Mel was a regular attendee of Sardis Chapel and 
also supported other chapels and churches in the 
locality; over the years he manufactured a number 
of Christmas Cribs, including the ones used to this 
day at Sardis and Burton Church. 
And , of course, Mel was also a regular contributor 
to our “In Touch” magazine where his poems of 
Pembrokeshire farming life and articles on local 
history always attracted interest. He was always 
prepared to give talks on these subjects and 

regularly assisted school and local chapels as a 
“harvest festival auctioneer.” 
Mel died suddenly at home on 3rd December after 
spending the day at his granddaughter’s wedding, 
where he regaled many with tales and stories, 
ignoring the confines of his wheelchair and oxygen 
supply. He was buried at his beloved Sardis Chapel 
at a service, which truly celebrated his life. One of 
his poems was read by his children, Lewis & Rose 
and we have reprinted this below. 
 
Mel will be sadly missed by all who knew him in this 
community. 
 

 

HAYMAKING ON THE FARM  1930s   by Mel 

Griffiths  October 1987 

 
The first thing I remember of haymaking on the farm, 
Was picking cowslips in the field, we didn’t do much 
harm, 
As the grass was only growing and weeks before it’s 
mown, 
We’d pick them off with so much care and take them 
home to Mam. 
With gentle hands she’d take them, as if they were 
so rare, 
But knowing all the time that there were thousands 
there. 

 
When time had come for mowing the machine all 
greased and oiled, 
The horses would be ready with ropes all neatly 
coiled, 
The time of year was May or June with sunshine 
every day, 
Which Father said was needed to make sweet 
scented hay. 



Dad always mowed in early morn, or late into the 
night, 
T’was better for the horses when the sun was not so 
bright. 
 
A few days after mowing, each swaf was gently 
turned, 
This was to dry the underside, as later on we 
learned, 
Then when the hay was ready, it was raked into a 
row, 
A very hard and tiresome job, as older people know. 
Men and women, children too, would help out with 
this task, 
Assisted by a jar of ale, drawn freshly from the 
Cask. 
 
Next t’was made up into tumps, and left till following 
day, 
When carts and pitchers came along to take it all 
away, 
It was driven to the hay guard where twa’s built into 
a rick, 
And when the rick was finished it stood there like a 
brick, 
A few loads in the middle to build it up quite high. 
It was then thatched all over, to keep the whole lot 
dry. 
 
By winter the rick had settled, and cut out like a 
block, 
Then carried on my Father’s back, to feed up all the 
stock. 
Each day the hay was carried, in wind or rain or 
snow, 
Not a very pleasant task – if you’ve done it then 
you’ll know. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
101 POLICE  
NUMBER GOES 
COUNTRY WIDE 

THE NON-EMERGENCY police number 101 was 
rolled out across the whole of the UK on 11th 
January 2012 following its success in Wales.  .  

The launch means that every police force in Wales 
and England now has the same contact number, for 
reporting a crime and disorder that is less urgent 
than 999 and does not need an emergency 
response.  
The 101 system also reduces pressure on 999 
emergency calls and can help to prevent and tackle 
crime. 

101 is the number to call when you want to 
contact your local police - when it’s less urgent 
than a 999 call. 101 is available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. 

When to call 101? 

You should call 101 to report crime and other 
concerns that do not require an emergency 
response. 
For example, you should call 101 if: 

• your car has been stolen 
• your property has been damaged 
• you suspect drug use or dealing in your 
neighbourhood 

Or to: 

• report a minor traffic collision 
• give the police information about crime in 
your area 
• speak to the police about a general 
enquiry 

AssistantChief Constable Nick Ingram 
said”It has been a success story for us in 
Dyfed-Powys. The number of calls has 
steadily increased  to 101 since its launch. 
We now average over 15,000 calls a month. 
Having an easy to remember number for 
people to use when they do not need an 
urgent response means we can provide a 
more accessible service to our residents.” 
 
You can get more information on 101 by 
visiting www.police.uk/101 

Hair By Sarah 

At Barber Jo’s 
 

House calls available 
 

63 High Street 

Neyland 
 

Mobile 07967534989 
 



Saint Mary’s 

Church Burton 
 

Sponsored Walk In aid of 

The Hannah Gwilliam 

Trust 

Saturday 12
th

 May 2012 

Walk Starts at the Mission Hall Hill Mountain 

10am  

Finishing at the Jolly Sailor Burton. 

 

Fancy Dress OptionalFancy Dress OptionalFancy Dress OptionalFancy Dress Optional    

For Sponsor Forms & More Info  

Rev’d Marianne 601062 



                

Please come and Join us for  
MOTHERING SUNDAY LUNCH 

Sunday 18th March 2012 
Sumptuous 3 Course Menu 

From 12 noon—2 pm 
£20 per adult -  £10 per child 

Traditional Family 
EASTER SUNDAY LUNCH 

Sunday 8th April 2012 
Delicious 3 Course Menu 
From 12 Noon—2 pm 

£16.50 per person 

FANTASTIC ACCOMMODATION OFFERS 
FOR VISITING FRIENDS AND FAMILIES 

Let us take the strain out of entertaining at home ! 
 

We have some great rates for overnight stays 
From just £35 per person on selected dates  

inclusive of Bed & Breakfast subject to availability 
 

Check These Dates for SUPER HOT DEALS ! 
April 8th—14th 

April 28th—May 12th 
June 3rd—6th  

July 1st—July 26th 
Call us today and quote “in touch spring” to get this promotion 

Beggars Reach Hotel, Burton 

Tel 01646 600700 Fax 01646 600560 
Email Stay@beggars-reach.com  www.beggars-reach.com 



BURTON WI 

At the November AGM the full committee agreed to 

continue for another year with Lesley Cocking as 

President. The cups were presented for Miss Young 

Vase (flowers) and for the most competitions 

entered in the year. The winner of both was Julia 

Venables – well done. A buffet supplied by members 

was scrumptious. Great fun was had with a team 

competition for an item made from materials 

supplied. 

A very sociable Christmas Dinner, starting with 

Bucks Fizz was enjoyed at the Beggars Reach 

Hotel! 

In January an interesting and amusing talk was 

given by Julia Venables about her Denman College 

Craft course. Afterwards cup-cakes were served 

with tea and the competition, the most unusual 

kitchen utensil, was won jointly by Sheila Hayman 

and Deborah Lawson-Earley. 

The February speaker was Stefanja Gardener who 

provided many relaxing tips for busy lives and also 

for our pets and animals, using homeopathic 

remedies called Bach Flower. The competition, for a 

pressed flower, was won by Sian Bartlett with a 

flower from her wedding bouquet. 

In March the club will be having a Quiz Evening – 

“Would I Lie to You?” 

Several teams are being entered in the Federation 

General Knowledge Quiz in February. We will also 

be celebrating International Women’s Day at a 

Federation tea on 8th March.  

The theme of the County Round in May is Diamond 

Celebration. 

The Club is also entering a team of swimmers and 

walkers for the Big Walk Little Splash 209 mile 

challenge to celebrate Olympic Year. 

Anona Scrimshaw has won First Prize in the 

Federation’s Ann Murphy Craft Competition for her 

celebration card entry. 

Why not join us for friendship and fun on the second 

Wednesday in the month at 7.30 pm at the Jubilee 

Hall, Houghton. 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Page           £45 

Half Page          £25 

Quarter Page     £15 

Eighth Page       £5 

 (Colour Extra) 

(In between pro-rata) 

Please contact Gill on 

01646 600409 for details. 

 

REWARD 

On the night of 9th December 2011 

or the early hours of the Saturday 

morning Rosemarket Village Hall 

toilets were vandalised. 

If you have any information that 

can help lead to a conviction 

please contact Barbara Summons 

on 01646 601194. 

Your confidentiality will be 

respected 

ROSEMARKET VILLAGE HALL  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

To be held in the Village Hall on 

21st March 2012 at 5.30pm 

Will you help to keep your Village Hall 

open? 

Committee members (urgently) required 

We need just an hour of your time every 

other month and any good ideas you would 

like to share. 

If unsure give Evelyn a ring on  

01646 600391 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burton Good Neighbour Scheme is GO!  

Burton Parish Community already has many good hearted people who automatically help 

their neighbours, but the aim of the good neighbour scheme is to fill any gaps in 

this network and for assistance to be within reach of everyone.  

How many times have we said, “if only we knew they needed help”?  

The Good Neighbour Scheme can assist people in many small ways, changing a hard to reach 

light bulb; reading a gas or electric meter that is either too high or too low to read; walking a 

dog or; picking up a small amount of shopping when you are not well; giving you a lift to a 

social activity, or doctors and the list goes on.  

A volunteer coordinator from your community will answer the telephone and match your 

request with the nearest available volunteer.  

Please remember people have offered their time because they want to help. 

We would like to invite you to join us for refreshments and a chat, to find out more about the how the scheme 

works at the 

Launch of the Burton Good Neighbours Scheme on the  

30
th

 March 2012 from 10am until 12pm. 

Information on other services in Pembrokeshire will also be available. 

Pembrokeshire Learning will be joining us to discover what activities you would like to see in the Burton Parish 

area. 

Rosemarket Church PresentsRosemarket Church PresentsRosemarket Church PresentsRosemarket Church Presents    

“Mr& Mrs”“Mr& Mrs”“Mr& Mrs”“Mr& Mrs”    

Wednesday 18
th

 April 7pm 
Come and join us in the Community Hall for a Night of good 

old fashioned family fun!!! 

Tea, Coffee & Nibbles Available 

Please feel free to bring your own tipple & Glasses if you wish 

to indulge!!  

Donations invited all proceeds to church Funds 

For more Info contact Revd Marianne 601062 

 



Burton Wednesday Afternoon Lunch Club 

We meet every other Wednesday for lunch at the 

Jolly Sailor in Burton, and then return to the Jubilee 

Hall in Houghton for tea and a chat. We usually 

have a  speaker and have had some interesting and 

elightening afternoons. 

On Wednesday November 9th Mr. and Mrs. Gange 

showed us their beautiful slides of “Slovenia” and 

left us all longing to go there. 

Sandra  McSparron, Trading Standards Officer 

came on Wednesday November 23rd to discuss how 

to deal with Rogue Traders and Doorstep Callers 

and how to protect ourselves from them. 

On Wednesday December 7th Mrs. Smith came to 

talk to us about the role of a Magistrate. She tested 

our knowledge of the law with an informative Quiz. 

A group of us went to the Torch Theatre on 

Thursday December 29th to see “The Christmas 

Cuckoo Cooking”. It was much enjoyed by all. 

At our first meeting in the New Year Mrs. Viv 

Stoddart came to talk to us about her childhood in 

“Lybia”. It was interesting to hear about a country so 

much in the public eye. 

Keith Jackson from the “Mission Aviation 

Fellowship” also came in January to tell us about the 

wonderful  work they are doing abroad. They fly to 

areas in need supplying nutritious meals, drugs, 

educational toys among other things and staff to 

introduce small scale survivalist farming and 

enterprise development concepts. 

Tina Shevlin, “Cozy Homes “ Project Manager came 

in February to advise us how to save energy and 

keep warm and told us about all the grants 

available.We had a home energy quiz to highlight 

her talk. 

We have a full diary of events planned for the next 

few months and hope to go on some outings in the 

summer. 

Our next major event . is our Spring Coffee Morning 

on Saturday 19th May at the Jubilee Hall Houghton 

10am –12pm.Please come and join us. You will be 

made most welcome. 

Dates for your Diary for 2012. 

May 19th Coffee Morning at Jubilee Hall Houghton 

from 10am ---12pm. 

June 2nd Jubilee Tea Party at the Jubilee Hall  

Houghton 2pm---4pm.(Club Members only) 

June 13th Full day trip to Dinefwr  Castle and Dinefwr 

Park. 

August  22nd Full day trip to Aberglasni. 

November 14th Annual Christmas shopping trip to 

Carmarthen. 

December 8th Christmas Coffee Morning at Jubilee 

Hall Houghton from 10am --- 12pm.Followed by club 

members Christmas lunch at the Jolly Sailor.  

Jill Phillips (Secretary )                        01646 601709 

 

 

DIABETES-ARE YOU KEEPING WITHIN THE LAW? 

By law you must tell the DVLA if any of the following 

applies:  

You need treatment.with insulin.  

You need laser treatlnent or Anti- VEG F treatment to 

both eyes or in the remaining eye or if you have 

sight in one eye only.  

You have problems with vision in both eyes, or in 

the remaining eye if you have sight in one eye 

only.  

By law, you must be able to read, with Glasses or 

contact lenses if necessary, a car number plate in 

good daylight at 20.5 metres (67 feet) or 20 

metres (65 feet) where narrower characters 

(50mm wide) are displayed.  

You develop any problems with the circulation, or 

sensation in your legs or feet which makes it 

necessary for you to drive certain types of 

vehicles only, for example automatic vehicles, or 

vehicles with a hand operated accelerator or 

brake. This must be shown on your driving 

licence.  

You suffer more than one episode of disabling 

hypoglycaemia (Iow blood sugar) requiring the 

assistance of another person within 12 months, 

or if you or your carer feels you are at high risk of 

developing disabling  hypoglycaemia.  

For Group 2 drivers (bus/lorry), one episode of 

hypoglycaemia requiring the assistance of 

another person must be reported immediately.  

You develop impaired awareness of 

hypoglycaemia. (Difficulty in recognising the 

warning symptoms of low blood sugar.)  

You suffer disabling hypoglycaemia while 

driving.  

An existing medical condition gets worse or you 

develop any other condition. etc  

In the interests of road safety, you must be sure 

that you can safely control a vehicle at all time  

This list is a minimum requirement 



  

 

As you will no doubt be aware, the price 
of both diesel fuel and heating oil has 
been rising constantly over the previous 
months.  
This has led to increases in the theft of  
Diesel fuel from Commercial vehicles 
and Heating Oil from storage tanks.  

In an effort to try to combat the thefts of  
heating oil, the following points may 
assist you in preventing yourself from 
becoming a victim of Theft.  

Be aware of your Oil levels and check frequently.  
Where possible keep your levels low and the  
same when re filling.  

Speak to your supplier with regards to a more  
frequent but smaller delivery  

If you have a plastic tank, consider erecting  
fencing around the tank with one end hinged  
and locked for filling purposes.  
The fencing should befixed to solid 
posts and should be set off the tank  
aprox 12 inches on all sides.  
The same should be fixed to the top as well.  
 
If you have a steel tank, then fit a quality anti cut  
close shackled padlock.  

If you have outside security lighting, then please  
ensure that the system works and that the light  
sensors have been adjusted correctly to detect  
movement.  

If anyone is aware of persons going 
out with drums and pipes to steal 
fuel please contact either your local 
Police Station on 101 or give  

Crime Stoppers a call on  

0800 555 111  

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP & DONATIONS 

We thank  

Dragon LNG (Waterston) 
South Hook LNG 

Milford Haven Port Authority 
Burton Community Council 

Rosemarket Community Council   
for their sponsorship. 

And indeed 

 

We are grateful for the sponsorship and 
donations received from many others but 

often we do not know who you are but thank 
you anyway.   

We hope,You, the readers feel that we need 
to continue to produce this community 

newsletter and you can help in  
some way either by way of a donation, 

sponsorship or advertising. 

 

Please contact Gill Gill (Treasurer) 
Fieldale  Rosemarket Road  

Sardis  Milford Haven SA73 1LU 
Or call 01646 600409 

 

Cleddau press 



The Parishes of St Mary’s & St Ismael’s                
Dates For your diary 
March 

- Thurs 1
st
 ‘Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant’ Bilingual Saint David’s Day Eucharist;  

                Combined Parish service10am St Ismael’s Church Rosemarket all welcome. 

                Rosemarket ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Village Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Tues 6
th
 Burton ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Mission Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Wed 7
th
 Burton Lenten Study & Compline session 2. St Marys 7pm. 

- Thurs 8
th
 Rosemarket ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Village Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Tues 13
th
 Burton ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Mission Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Wed 14
th
 Burton Lenten Study & Compline session 3. St Marys 7pm. 

- Thurs 15
th
Rosemarket ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Village Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Tues 20
th
 Burton ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Mission Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Wed 21
st
 Burton Lenten Study & Compline session 4. St Marys 7pm. 

- Thurs 22
nd

Rosemarket ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Village Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Tues 27
th
 Burton ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Mission Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50. 

- Wed 28
th
 Burton Lenten Study & Compline session 5. St Marys 7pm.  

- Thurs 29
th
Rosemarket ‘Simple Soup’ Lenten Lunch, Village Hall 12pm-2pm £3.50PP 

 

April-    Sun 1
st
 Palm Sunday Services.  9.30 St Ismael’s, 11am family service St Mary’s. 

 

Holy Week    ----    Week Commencing Monday 2nd April 

- Mon 2
nd

,Tues 3
rd

 , wed 4
th  

Combined Parishes Holy Eucharist, said service. Saint Mary’s Burton 7pm 

- Thurs 5
th
 Holy Eucharist Combined Parishes Holy Eucharist St Mary’s Church Burton 7pm. Followed by ‘Watch’ 

until 10pm. 

Good Friday - ‘The Things He Carried’.                        

-         St Marys Church 12pm -  St Ismael’s Church 2pm 

Easter Day  

- 9am St Mary’s Burton  - 10.30am St Ismael’s Rosemarket. 

April Cont. 
-  Wed 18

th
 “Mr&Mrs!” A fun game show style evening 7pm Rosemarket community hall all proceeds to 

St Ismael’s Church. 

- Sat 21
st  

St Mary’s Church ‘Gardeners Coffee Morning’ & Plant sale Mission Hall 10-12pm. 

- May-    Sat 12
th  

St Mary’s Church Sponsored walk in fancy dress- starting at the mission hall 10am & finishing at 

Jolly Sailor for lunch. 

June-    Tues 5th Village Diamond Jubilee Celebration all welcome details to be confirmed with 

community Councils. (If you can help or would like to be involved in the planning of this event please ring Rev’d 

Marianne all offers will be well received!) 

- Sunday 17
th
 St Ismael’s Patronal Festival Concert. 6pm St Ismael’s Church Rosemarket. 

- Sat 28
th  

St Ismael’s Church Fete 2pm. 

October - Sun 7
th
 St Mary’s Burton Harvest Festival 11am. 

- Fri 12
th
 St Mary’s Harvest supper Mission Hall 7pm. Admission by ticket only early enquiries welcomed don’t 

miss out! 

- Sun 14th
th
 Harvest Festival & Lunch St Ismael’s Church 11am 

                                           Confirmation Sunday 21
st
 October 



Holy Giggles!   

A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the Vicar was standing at the door as she always is to 

shake hands. She grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside. The Vicar said to him, "You need to join the Army 

of the Lord!"  

My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Vicar."  

Vicar questioned, "How come I don't see you except at Christmas and Easter?"  

He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service. 

Rectors letter.    

Well friends a big hello to you all! I must begin this my first letter by thanking you all for such a 

warm welcome to the parishes of Burton and Rosemarket and for such a beautiful induction 

service and so many wonderful social events to make my family and I feel we have begun to 

become a part of your community. 

It has been a very busy few months for all of us, I found that no sooner had I unpacked my 

belongings it was time to begin our Advent and Christmas celebrations. Christmas was the most 

wonderful season, with so many of you joining us at church to celebrate the birth of Christ, we enjoyed lots of mulled 

wine, laughs and many mince pies along the way!!  

Well with only a few weeks to take stock of the New Year we will be moving into yet another new season for the church, 

the season of Lent. Just like Advent, Lent is a time of preparation of contemplation and a time when we can set to 

carrying out our own personal spiritual MOT’s! 

Well I hear you all wondering what a personal MOT might be, actually it’s really quite simple to do!  

During my many years of nursing one of the most important things I learnt was that to be happy 

and healthy we need to look at our needs from a holistic sense. By this I mean we are very 

complex beings and to maintain a healthy balance, to keep the status quo, we need to address not 

just our physical needs but also our social, psychological and spiritual ones.   

Our physical and social needs to an extent are relatively easy to identify we need to eat, drink, 

keep a roof over our heads. Perhaps our psychological ones are trickier, the need for human 

company, emotional stability, a purpose in life of course amongst other things. But who can 

honestly say that they know how to identify their spiritual needs?  

Well for me my spiritual needs are met by recognising that there is one true God, whose hand is found in the midst of all 

creation and that He is a part of me and I of Him. A Father who is always there to comfort and support me, to listen to my 

problems and who will never let me down. A Father who loves me for being ‘just me’ (my family will I’m sure share with 

you all at some stage how difficult this can be!), who loves me so much that He came down to earth took human form and 

died for me so that I would live forever, even when my time here in this earthly existence comes to a close and another 

chapter of the book of my life begins. God shares my life and gives me hope at times in my life even when things around 

me seem hopeless. 

Our lives are a great balancing act, home, work, hobbies and so many other complicated factors. We may find that by 

caring for ourselves holistically that could possibly be the way to keep that scales from tipping too heavily in one direction 

or other.  

So after your MOT if you find that the spiritual side of you is being neglected this Lent, or indeed at any time, come and 

join us at St Mary’s or St Ismael’s or call at the Rectory. The door of my home is always open and the kettle on and then 

I’ll introduce you to my Father and He will reintroduce a sense of equilibrium, a sense of wholeness into the very essence 

of who you have become but only if you’re willing to open your heart, mind and Spirit and take that proverbial leap of faith! 

I look forward to meeting more of you over the next few months, please stick our diary dates on the fridge and come and 

join us, life is all about having fun, as a very wise man once said to me ‘if you’re not having fun you’re not doing it right!!! 

Much love to you all 

Rev’d Marianne x  

 



What the Shrek? 

A surprising parallel is drawn between the life of Christ and a cartoon character.  

 Revd Marianne Osborne explains 

The deanery of Roose celebrated Epiphany in style this year at Llanstadwel, Neyland. The 

Area Dean’s garden was full of adventure and fun as we stood around an enormous 

bonfire, with the combination of hotdogs, drinking chocolate and flickering flames keeping 

the early evening chill away! 

Once the bonfire had died down and young tummies were content we moved into the church to worship and share the 

wonder of the magi and their exotic gifts. Children and their parents all played an active part in the service, sharing the 

readings and prayers, with Alan Chadwick leading us in some uplifting worship songs accompanied by one of his 

parishioners Steve. 

I can hear the cogs ferociously turning in the minds of all the theologically inspired among you asking how you can 

compare the family film Shrek with the story of Epiphany. Well, with a little imagination and a lot of prayer!  

We looked at Princess Fiona and how, on first meeting her, she seemed to be very ordinary but, on getting to know her, 

through the wonderful story of the constant battle of good against evil, we find that she has an epiphany all of her own, a 

sudden burst of understanding or even a showing forth of light and truth, as her true self is revealed through the love she 

has for her rescuer Shrek.  

That night long ago when our Lord was born he appeared to be a very ordinary human child but, as he grew into a man, 

God’s love for humanity was revealed to us through His Son, and Christ became the saviour, the rescuer, of us all.  The 

epiphany of those magi, wise men or kings, and their realisation of how special this tiny baby was, came to them much 

earlier than to the rest of humankind because they had seen it in the stars. The gifts they brought to the manger were 

truly fit for royalty, for a child who would become the Lamb of God, the greatest gift ever given to the world. As it says in 

Mark 10, with God all things are possible, even an evening of finding God in the story of a great green ogre and his 

beloved!!  

Confirmation is an opportunity for you to affirm your own Christian faith in a personal and 

informed way. It has existed in the Church for many centuries as the confirmation of what 

began with baptism, which for many people still occurs when they are children. At Baptism, 

promises were made on your behalf that you would be brought up in the Christian Faith. 

Confirmation is therefore the opportunity for you to renew these promises for yourself. No one 

is ever fully prepared for confirmation in the sense that they feel they understand everything 

about being a Christian. But confirmation preparation should enable you to understand the 

essential elements of your faith and its meaning in your life, and should lay the basis for 

further growth in spiritual life and prayer. 

If you would like to know more about being confirmed please contact Rev’d Marianne.  

Do you love to sing……..?    

If the answer is yes then your church needs you! Music is a very 

important part of our weekly worship in the church and we at Burton 

and Rosemarket Churches are looking to grow new choirs! You don’t 

have to be a singing superstar, just someone who loves music and could 

give a few hours a week one to practice and the other to be at the 

Sunday service. In Wales we have a great heritage of musical ability 

especially in the choral department, music is part of the very essence of being Welsh or adopted Welsh! All 

interested parties aged 7 upwards please give me a ring at The Rectory Rev’d Marianne 

 

 

NEXT  ENTRY FOR IN TOUCH BY 20
th

 June 



Burton Community Council 

 

At recent meetings of the Burton Community 

Council, the following matters were given 

consideration : 

 

Noticeboards. Residents may have noticed the new 

noticeboards in various locations around the 

Community. It is hoped that these will enable 

residents to be well informed about local events and 

activities.  

Trinity House Jetty. Due to pressure from the 

Community Council, the Local Authority has finally 

served a formal Notice on the owner of the Jetty, a 

Grade II Listed Building, requiring emergency works 

to be completed within two months. The Community 

Council remains committed to supporting the 

preservation of this unique structure.  

Houghton School. The Community Council wishes 

to promote debate over potential future uses of the 

land and buildings following the closure of the 

school in Houghton. Any local residents with 

suggestions or comments on this matter are invited 

to submit these to the Community Council, which is 

pursuing dialogue with the Church authorities who 

own the buildings and land.  

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. The Community 

Council wishes to support events organised to 

celebrate the forthcoming Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

Funding towards the cost of proposed public 

celebrations deemed suitable may be eligible for 

Community Council assistance on application, and 

individuals or organisations planning such events are  

invited to submit request for grant assistance, which 

will be assessed individually on their merits. 

Additionally, Members are considering providing 

Diamond Jubilee commemorative items to all 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

primary / secondary aged children in the Community 

Area. To this end, parents with eligible children are 

requested to contact the Clerk by e-mail 

(burtoncommunitycouncil@tesco.net) to register, by 

April 1
st
 2012.  

Clerk. From Peru, the Clerk reports that local 

concern remains non-existent over the practice of 

men and women urinating in the streets in full public 

view; Four adobe houses have collapsed in 

Chachapoyas during heavy rain over the past week, 

but this has not prompted any local debate over the 

standard of housing construction; Invaders have 

commenced construction of approximately 300 

houses on the outskirts of the town without the 

benefit of planning permission, but local residents 

cannot raise sufficient funds to buy the co-operation 

of local planning officials to stop this; Local shoe-

shine boys have taken blatant advantage of the recent 

increase in the thickness of mud in the roads to jack 

up their prices by an inflation-busting 50%  to 30 

pence a time; The Clerk’s efforts to found a noise 

abatement society proved fruitless when his 

approaches to staff in the local council were 

drowned out by loud music coming from their 

offices; Complaints about a chicken’s foot found in 

the bottom of his bowl of ‘vegetable’ soup were 

abandoned when nobody could be made to 

understand what the fuss was about; and finally, the 

taxi carrying the clerk to a neighbouring town was 

stopped by police and fined for a non-functioning 

running light, but on a positive note the non-existent 

seatbelts, shattered windscreen, shot wheel-bearings 

and four bald tyres went unnoticed.       

 

PETER HORTON  

CLERK TO BURTON COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL 

 

 

EASTER BINGO 
Rosemarket Village Hall  

 

26th March - ( Eyes Down ) 7pm 
 

Children bring your parents  

 

Fantastic Easter Egg Prizes 
 

DON’T BE LATE 
 

 
PROCEEDS TO ROSEMARKET VILLAGE HALL 



 

THE STABLE INN  

BURTON  

MILFORD HAVEN  

SA731NT  

01646 600622 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY  

Sunday 18
th

 March 

Serving traditional Sunday Lunch 

3 courses Adults £12.95  

Children and Light Appetite £7.50  

Lunch Served 12- 3pm pre booking essential 

Full menu available in the evening from 5.00pm 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Good Friday 6
th
 April - Open Lunch-time and Evening  

Easter Saturday Open lunch-time and Evening  

Easter Sunday – 8
th
 April - lunchtime and evening 

Easter Monday - 9
th
 April - lunchtime and evening  

May Day bank holiday 7
th
 May - Open Lunchtime and evening  

Spring bank holiday Monday 4th June - Open lunchtime and evening  

Queen's diamond jubilee - Tuesday 5
th
 June Open lunchtime and evening  

                    All other times open every evening from 6.00pm  

                              & Saturday and Sunday Lunchtimes. 

We cater for all occasions, birthday parties, family gatherings, anniversaries, small 

weddings, christenings, or just a night out. 

Bed and Breakfast - en suite accommodation £25.00 per person with  

complimentary continental breakfast. 

Self catering holiday let - sleeps 6 - 8 all bedrooms en suite weekly prices on 

request. Includes use of 7 seater hot tub until 10pm. 

 



My days at Burton VC School 1929 – 1938. Mel Griffiths, September 2010. 

My name is Mel Griffiths. I was born at Newton Farm, Burton, on November 14
th
 1924, the youngest of four children, 

and attended Burton VC School, as it was known until recently, which everyone will know. I thought it would be 

interesting to some if I recorded my time at the school. I remember starting a week or two before Christmas 1929 which 

did not go down very well. I was quite happy at home. I didn't need school and nobody seemed to push me but after 

Christmas, when I started seriously, things did not go well. Every day there was a problem. My brother, who was six 

years older, and my sister, who was four years older, seemed to be burdened with all my problems. I'm sure there must 

have been many days when they felt like giving me a good hiding. I soon discovered what the problem was. It was the 

teacher. She used to force me and I was not for forcing. I needed coxing. That teacher was a “Miss George” and the fight 

went on with an odd day at home until Easter, when she left to get married, as in those days, married women were not 

allowed to teach (or this is what I was led to believe at the time). 

After Christmas, our teacher was Miss Stonier, who lived at Burton Ferry, later to become Mrs Clifford Bevan, who was 

our policeman's son. My life at school completely changed as she was lovely and we all got on well together and soon it 

became a pleasure to go to school, as later I attended school for four and a half years without a break and was presented 

with lots of books which I still have. The first one is interesting as it is named “My favourite” presented to Melborne 

Griffiths for regular attendance 1931-1932, signed by Ivor G John Bsc, Wales, Headmaster. That must have been his last 

year at Burton School as the next year my book was signed by HWA Warlow. 

I remember being sorry to leave Miss Stonier's class. My next teacher was Miss Gladys Collins from Lawn Farm, Burton 

(no longer a farm). I moved into Class 1 and 2 which was in the room where the stage is today but it was divided at this 

point by a wall and the other half was the infants where I had just left. Miss Collins was much different from Miss Stonier 

and she used to shout a lot and made good use of her cane. However, she was not a bad teacher. My sister, Eunice, always 

got on well with her. I should think I must have been about seven and one of the big boys in the class. I don't know what 

she expected us to be but if she found fault with our work, like poor writing, or sums wrong, her favourite saying was 

“You'll end up on the farm.” A proper disgrace, she being a farmer's daughter. Little did she know then that one would 

need a degree in many subjects to be a successful farmer today. 

Before moving from Class 1 and 2, we had another change of teacher which happened to be another Miss AOA Collins. 

She travelled from Pembroke Dock to Burton Ferry and walked via Barnlake to Houghton. She was lovely and we were 

all sorry to leave her. 

My next move was into the big room. This room was divided in the centre by a folding screen, which made it two 

separate classes or rather four classes with two teachers. Miss Lilly Morgan controlled the right hand side, being class 3 

and 4, while Mr Warlow, the headmaster, controlled Class 5 and 6. From here, one would either move on to Taskers 

School for Girls or Grammar School for Boys. This was for the ones who sat the 11+ exam and passed. If one chose not 

to sit the 11+ then you were there until the age of 14 years as this was the school leaving age in 1938. 

At this time, there must have been 90 – 100 children attending the school all under one roof. There were no school 

dinners so every child carried their own sandwiches and a can of ready made tea. The can was placed in front of the coal 

fire. Also, at that time we had an opportunity to purchase a third pint bottle of milk at halfpenny a bottle. This was 

supplied by a smallholder in the village. If I remember rightly, our dinner time lasted for 1 ½ hours. We ate out 

sandwiches sitting at our classroom desk after which we were allowed anywhere in the village. As we got older, a 

favourite place was at the blacksmith's shop with Mr Howard Brown, especially if he was shoeing a horse. The 

blacksmith shop is still there today, just about the same shape as it always was, as well as the house which, for many 

years now, has been privately lived in. There has been a lot of renovation work to both the house and the blacksmith's and 

they now look smart and clean. Many of the other older houses in the village have also been renovated. Almost every one 

has had something done to it, like new windows, doors and some have had new roofs. There are quite a number of new 

houses or conversions from old buildings. To date, I can count about 36 new houses. 

Some dinner things: Mr Warlow would have all the boys in the field to practice our cricket skills in preparation for a 

forthcoming match with Llangwm or Rosemarket, usually held in the evenings. Although picked for the team, I was never 

allowed to play too much at home. Some days we would wander down the moor, especially if the hounds were in the area, 

then it was late back for school to a very cross Mr Warlow. Soon the cane was out. The girls and the boys had separate 

cloak rooms or “lobbies” as they were known in those days. The playground was covered in loose shale, difficult for 

playing marbles on. There was a six foot zinc fence through the centre, starting from the school and ending at the toilets at 

the foot of the fence. There was a small bank of grass which was the only place we had to have a sit in hot weather. 

Thursday afternoon was gardening day for a dozen big boys. This was the best of the week. The highlight of the year was 

Christmas and the practice for the school concert. The final night took place in the Mission Hall, where, the day before, 

the piano had to be taken from the school. This was transported on a flat bottom cart with wooden spoke wheels with iron 

bands. It had a pole in front with a “T” at the end. This was Mr Warlow's end while a half dozen boys would be at the 

back, either holding back or pushing, whichever was needed. Another highlight of the school was break-up day. Every 

child in the school was given a big bag of sweets. All mixed, these were given by a Burton man in business in Cardiff and 

sent to Neyland by train. On the day, Mr Jenkins of Burton Ferry would drive his donkey cart via Rosemarket, to pick up 



a big tea chest and deliver it to the school. Two of the boys would have to help bring the box of sweets into the school, 

then go out to look after the donkey while Mr Jenkins handed out the bags of sweets to each child. 

I thought, after, that I should have stated another interesting practice which always took place at the end of each term and 

always seemed to fall on me when I became one of the big boys (13/14). I don't suppose there are many children around 

today who would have used a nib pen and ink to do their writing in school. Biro had not been heard of in those days! It 

always seemed to be my job on the afternoon of the last day of term to get a bucket and go around each desk collecting all 

the inkwells from the holders which were sunk in the top of the desk. I'd then take the bucket to the well and wash each 

one and put them to drain as dry as possible then store them in the cupboard in the schoolroom. The first morning back to 

school, it was my job to distribute the inkwells to each desk, then collect an old metal teapot kept only for this job. Along 

with a bag containing ink powder. I put the right amount of powder in the teapot and then went to the well for water to fill 

the teapot, gave it a very good stir and we had enough ink for the whole term. 

The village has changed quite a bit from those early days. The area opposite the school, where the playpark is now, was 

just an overgrown area with small trees and bushes of all sorts, a good area for playing hide and seek. Outside the school 

gates was the village well (which is still there). This well supplied the school and half the village with their water. The 

water was drawn off by a large brass tap into a bucket or watering can. The field at the bottom of the playground where 

the nursery now stands is where Mr Jacobs grazed his horses. The right-hand side of the cart track heading down the moor 

in my school days was used as the village tip, a dumping place for the ashes, tins, bottles etc. I remember an offer through 

the school that if you collected six Libby Corned Beef labels, you would get a Libby's School Atlas. Living on the farm, 

we never got any tinned food but after a few dinnertime trips to the moor and several scratches among the ashes, I soon 

had my six labels and my own school atlas. 

Mrs John, who lived at “Model House” had a lovely garden with lots of apple trees. Around September time, when the 

children were out an about, she would come out of her bottom gate and give the children a shout and bring out two 

buckets of wind falls. She tipped them on the edge of the moor and the children would be running from all directions and 

soon there would not be an apple in sight. This would happen on several days. 

If you carry on up Vale Road and round the corner, on the right was “Court House” which was run as a small holding. 

The old farm house was taken down to make way for Vale Court. On the left, which is now “The Relm”, used to be a 

stable which was in regular use by Mr Jacobs. Next door, now Budy Gwyn, used to be a store loft with a cow shed under 

the loft. There were also other farm buildings belonging to Mr Rees from the farm but used, again, by Mr Jacobs. Next to 

Budy Gwyn was Mrs John's shop where one could buy anything: plenty of groceries, sweets, children's clothes, even a 

two gallon sealed can of petrol. Next to the shop, on the corner, was Mrs Sutton and family. Opposite was the police 

station with a resident police man. Houghton is much the same today only the houses have been improved and increased 

turning into Burton Road. There was only one house on the left side of the road which was known as The Farm House. 

The land belonging to it was rented out to Mr Jack Jacobs, who lived opposite, and also kept a small shop. Also on the 

right, was the blacksmith's shop, run by Mr Howard Brown with his private house alongside, much as it is today, only 

today it is much cleaner and there is no machinery standing idle waiting to be repaired. The last house of the three older 

ones, was Mr Jacobs' shop. I just mentioned a bungalow that was next but when I was in school, Mr Jacobs has his farm 

buildings standing there. Next to that is the Jubilee Hall which used to be the Village Institute where young men and older 

would spend a few hours in the evening playing cards or darts or play any board games in the “reading room”. Next door, 

by the telephone kiosk, was the village post office, where urgent messages were sent by telegram. During my last years at 

school, I earned many a sixpence (worth today's two and a half pence) for delivering a telegram on my way home or even 

to Port Lion or Llangwm. It did not matter where, the most important thing was the sixpence as if delivering two a week I 

felt like a millionaire. I did have an old bike, which was a great help. 

A big difference in the village today is the number of cars and lorries passing through as well as tractors. During my years 

at school, 1929-1938, I think I would be right in saying that there were only twelve motor cars in Burton Village Parish 

although I think they were starting to increase in my last two or three years at school. There were no tractors but plenty of 

horse and carts moving back and fore through the village to different farms to help out during the busy season of 

haymaking and harvest. When I was about thirteen, I realised I used to have nearly every Friday off from school to go to 

Johnston Coop with the horse and cart to collect Barley Meal for the pigs, flak maize and bran for the cows and young 

stock and sometimes Indian corn for the hens, It was all paid for in cash. I used to sit in the front of the cart where all 

drivers would sit on what was called the whistle board. It made one feel grown up all of a sudden. Well I think this is a 

fair description of my time at Houghton School. I could go on but it's time to call it a day. 

Mel Griffiths, September 2010. 

(As told to Georgina Al- Kanaan nee Alderson) 



HYWEL DDA HEALTH BOARD IS 

LISTENING  
 
 

For many years local people living in the Hywel Dda Health Board area have said they want high quality 
healthcare services and care delivered closer to home.   
 
Hywel Dda Health Board aims to provide more than 80% of its healthcare services as locally as possible.  
Evidence consistently shows that up to 40% of patients in hospital are staying too long, when they would 
benefit from alternative care outside of the hospital environment.  Often, this is because our community 
services have not been able to provide the right care, at the right time in a local setting.   
 
The Health Board needs to change and become more of a ‘wellness’ service – keeping people healthy or 
cared for outside of hospital.  To achieve this, it needs to continue to make a significant investment in primary 
and community care facilities, whilst at the same time ensuring that local hospitals meet the needs of patients 
who require a higher level of in-hospital care.   
 
Having looked at potential scenarios for healthcare services with local clinicians, the Health Board officially 
launched a listening and engagement exercise in December 2011 around its Clinical Services Strategy.   This 
exercise will enable the Health Board to discuss with the public the current position, the case for change, the 
possible solutions for healthcare in the future and to listen to their views.  No decisions have yet been reached 
either in terms of future services or in terms of the options the Health Board will ultimately consult on. 
 
In considering any potential scenarios, the following are critical fixed points: 
 
� To maintain and improve outcomes for patients; 
� Four main hospitals; 
� Safe services that meet Medical and Surgical Royal College guidelines or acceptable levels of compliance 

for our rural area;  
� Services that can meet future demographic, workforce and recruitment challenges;  
� Ensuring our clinicians meet the new accreditation regulations; 
� The most efficient services possible within our rural area;  
� Only moving services when we are clear that the right infrastructure is in place and it is safe to do so. 
 
The Health Board is encouraging greater involvement from the public, its partners, the third sector, local 
authorities, carers and its staff in developing the services for the future.   
 
Its main priority is to provide the safest and highest quality, sustainable and accessible care and using all its 
resources as effectively as possible, in order to provide the people of Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and 
Pembrokeshire with the world class healthcare they deserve. 
 

Once the listening and engagement period is completed, all the feedback and information received will be 
analysed and this will influence the options put forward for formal consultation. 
 
For more detailed information, a new online resource centre is available at 
www.hywelddahb.wales.nhs.uk/yourhealth-yourfuture.  Resources include a document describing why 
services need to change within Hywel Dda Health Board, a short film to further explain the current situation 
faced by Hywel Dda Health Board and some frequently asked questions.  Alternatively you can request a copy 
of the information by emailing: hyweldda.engagement@wales.nhs.uk or by writing to FREEPOST HYWEL 
DDA HEALTH BOARD.  
 
Chief Executive Trevor Purt said: “We hope this information will help people understand why change is 
essential within Hywel Dda Health Board.  We have introduced this additional stage to continue listening to the 
public and to help better inform them of the challenges we face. 
 
“I want to emphasise that no decisions have been reached and we hope the public will help us in shaping high 
quality, safe and sustainable services for the future.  We will continue to listen to any views expressed and 
take into consideration alternative suggestions.”   

 



BriefShare your views 

 
You can make your views known as an individual or on behalf of a group or organisation by: 
 
• Completing the online comments form at: www.hywelddahb.wales.nhs.uk/yourhealth-yourfuture 
 
• Writing to:     

Opinion Research Services 
Freepost (SS1018) 
PO Box 530 
Swansea SA1 1ZL 

 
What will happen with your comments? 
 
All comments received during the engagement and listening exercise will be logged, recorded and collated.  
The comments will be independently analysed by ORS, an independent social research company, and this will 
inform the decision the Health Board makes regarding future consultation. 
 
Please note the Health Board intends to publish the responses to this document in full on its website.  
Normally, the name and address of its author are published along with the response.  If you do not wish to be 
identified as the author of your response, please state this expressly in writing. 
 
Once the consultation process is completed, an Implementation Board will be formed with a chair person 
independent of the Health Board.  This board will be responsible for overseeing and providing scrutiny on the 
change process.  The Implementation Board will be made up of senior clinical staff and senior managers from 
Hywel Dda Health Board, as well as Health Board Independent Members and the Community Health Council. 
 
Before any change is made the board will need to be sure that the infrastructure is in place to support the 
change and an alternative service is in place. 
 
The Health Board will also look to establish a Patient’s Council – drawn from membership of its involvement 
scheme (Siarad Iechyd/Talking Health) to be linked to the board to oversee and assure the process. 
 
Interested in finding out more about the Health Board? 
 
Siarad Iechyd / Talking Health is about you having a say in how local health services are planned, developed 
and delivered.  It is also about helping you to live a healthier lifestyle. 
 
Siarad Iechyd / Talking Health members will receive up-to-date information on Hywel 
Dda Health Board matters and what is happening in their local county, as well as tips on 
healthy living and details of special offers available. 
 
For further information on how to sign up contact: 
 
• Telephone: Siarad Iechyd / Talking Health 01554 779 510 

• Write to: FREEPOST HYWEL DDA HEALTH BOARD 

• Email: talkinghealth@wales.nhs.uk 

• Website: www.talkinghealth.wales.nhs.uk 
 
 I'm helping Burton Cricket Club to raise money whenever I shop online - you could do the same? 

 

It's very simple - just visit http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/burtoncricket/ to register and shop with over 

2000 well known retailers like Amazon, Argos, M&S, eBay and many more. Whenever you buy something, the 

retailer makes a donation to Burton Cricket Club. They've helped other causes raise over £2,000,000 so it really does 

work. 

It won't cost you a penny extra to shop through easyfundraising and you can even save money with special offers 

and voucher codes. 

Your shopping can make a difference to Burton Cricket Club. Take a look at easyfundraising today -  

                                 http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/burtoncricket/ 
 


























