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ROSEMARKET DOVECOTE RESTORED

The Dovecote, owned by George and Fan
Harries, has been a focal point in the village of
Rosemarket for many years. Thanks to
Pembrokeshire County Council and Cadw, the
Dovecote, which dates back to the 11t and
12! Century, has now been fully restored.

The official dedication will take place
immediately prior to the opening of the Annual
Rosemarket Church Fete at 2pm prompt on
Saturday 29" July 2000. see inside for more details
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DOVECOTES - Continued from front page

Dovecotes, of which only a small number remain in existence, are some of our oldest buildings in
Pembrokeshire. Typically these are large bee-hive shaped buildings capable of accommodating between 200-
400 pigeons. Many people mistakenly believe that the pigeons were kept largely as messenger birds, but this
is not so. The core reason for keeping these birds was to provide a source of fresh meat, especially through
the long winter months. The practice was introduced into the country by the Norman invaders. Accordingly, a
dovecote was a highly valued component to any manor or estate, and the right to build and possess one was
strictly limited to men of high rank and profile.

The dovecote in Rosemarket, standing across the field from Cross Farm and the Church, is one of the smaller
ones. Its origins lay with the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, the band of military brethren who gained great
prestige during the First Crusade. For their exploits gifts of land and property were made to the Knights from
far and wide. A Commandery of the Knights was established at Slebech in the 12" century. The village of
Rosemarket, including its mill and land, was one of the first gifts granted to it and the village remained in its
control from the 12" century until the Reformation.

During this period the church was rebuilt and a borough established with a market. Indeed at that time
Rosemarket became the commercial centre for the region, with close communication by water with the
Norman stronghold at Pembroke. In due course, however, the granting of ‘port’ status to Haverfordwest on
equal terms with Pembroke saw the end of Rosemarket’s importance as a centre of trade.

Henry VIII's actions against the traditions of the Catholic Church included the dissolution of the Order of the
Knights of St. John in Britain, and at that time the Order’s properties in Rosemarket then passed into royal
hands.

Although the manor house has long since disappeared, the Rosemarket Dovecote remains, standing proudly
as it has done for almost one thousand years, restored now to its former glory for future generations.

The Dovecote and its settings are well worth a visit. The structure has had a full renovation with rebuilding of
over 200 nesting holes using a similar limestone to the original. Since 2002, Fan and George’s son Colin
Harries has spent many many hours landscaping the surrounding grounds to form the beautiful backdrop we
have today for the newly restored Dovecote.

Thanks go to Pembrokeshire County Council and Cadw for funding the project and to the Contractor,
Conservation Building Services Ltd, with all works carried out under the direction of Charles Mangle, the
Proprietor. Lastly to Melissa Howells of Pembrokeshire County Council Projects team, who successfully co-

ordinated the whole project.
Bibliography:
Rosemarket — A Village Beyond Wales, Geoffrey Nicolle
Pembrokeshire Architecture, Michael Fitzgerald

By Kind Permission of Fan and George Harries

ROSEMARKET CHURCH ANNUAL FETE
Dovecote Field Front Street
29" July 2006 2 pm

To be opened by Chairman of Pembrokeshire County Council,

Councillor Steve Watkins
following dedication of restored Dovecote at 2pm

Lots of stalls, Refreshments, Grand Raffle Draw,
Etc, etc




BURTON SCHOOL
HOLIDAY CLUB
OPEN TO CHILDREN FROM OTHER SCHOOLS

UN Only £13 per Day UN
F OPEN FOR: F
Indoor Activities
Painting Playstation2 Competitions
Videos TV Eyetoy
Karaoke Dressing up Cooking
Relaxing listening to music ~ Remote control cars Art & Craft
Football table Indoor Hockey

Outdoor Activities and Games

Bouncy Castle ( Fully supervised ) Swingball Rounders
Outdoor Hockey Remote control cars Football

AND GENERALLY HAVING FUNI!
LARGE TARMAC PLAY GROUND AND PLAYING FIELD,
WITHIN THE SECURE SCHOOL GROUNDS

WEEKLY TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES to include:-

Folly Farm Shire Horse Centre Dinosaur Park
Manor Park Clerkenhill Adventure Farm
Ocean Commotion Phoenix Bowl plus more

N Contact our Play Leader Sarah on UN
FU 07891 543667 to reserve your place F
Ages 3 — 14 welcome
School Holidays 8.30 am — 5.45 pm daily
Bring your own packed lunch, morning and afternoon snacks provided
THIS IS PART OF THE BURTON SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
WHICH IS FULLY REGISTERED WITH QUALIFIED PLAY LEADERS



China Diary — Part Four
by Delma King

Day 7 — We were up early and ready to leave for the Town station to catch the 8 am train for Wuxi. The station
was very congested as it is being modernised in time for the forthcoming Olympic Games. Being Westerners, we were
called out onto the platform first; the Chinese are very keen for us to tour China and are extremely helpful to visitors. The
train arrived and we clambered aboard. We all had window seats and there were lace curtains at the windows, clean ones
at that! The locals joined us and all the seats were soon occupied. As soon as we left the station, railway employees were
going up and down the train with bottles of boiling water to make tea or coffee along with other people selling different
types of food and other bits and pieces. | bought 4 biros with lights on which change colour, red, blue and green; my
teenage grand-daughters were delighted with them! We enjoyed the countryside as it flashed past and around 10.30 am
we arrived at Wuxi.

We were met by another expert local guide who took us to our coach to load our luggage and then on a walk-
about tour of the town. This was real poverty! Everything was grey and rundown; even the vegetables in the shops looked
sad; there was dirt everywhere. Over a bridge we came to some houses where we were expected and we were invited
inside one of them by Mrs Ling who lived there with her husband, son, daughter-in-law and grandson. There were two
rooms. The back room was divided up by curtains into areas for the grandparents’ bed and the parents’ bed, in which the
grandson also slept. There was also a TV set and a computer. The main room was about 13 feet by 15 feet with plain
concrete walls and floor, a small window and a door. Inside there was a cold water tap, a sink, two gas rings, a table and
five chairs. There was no toilet; they used a pot which had to be emptied at the end of the row of houses but they seemed
happy enough. We thanked our hosts and our guide led us back to our coach with all of us thinking how lucky we were
with our own homes.

We had an excellent lunch at the Craft Museum where our guide explained that all the people in the area were
shortly to be re-housed in 5 storey blocks of flats but that they were by no means happy about it! After lunch, we were
pleased to be leaving Wuxi, a deprived and depressing town but we were soon passing through beautiful green fields with
little villages, poor but in cultivated and pleasant countryside. We later arrived at the Hotel Suzhov in the pretty little town
of the same name, which has a river flowing through it and a variety of shops. We changed, showered, unpacked a few
things and wandered off through the hotel gardens to visit a few shops before another excellent dinner in the hotel,
followed by a short walk around the town.

Day 8 —We had the luxury of “lie-in” before a late breakfast at 8 am, buffet style with various Chinese breads (a
bit doughy) and some Chinese sausages (very tasty with eggs and tomatoes). We spent the morning in the Lingering
Gardens. These were really lovely; as we walked about we kept coming across little, hide-away places with lots of pools
with fountains and the sound of tinkling water. The afternoon we spent at the Humble Minister's garden which was even
more impressive. It was circular and there was a covered walkway around it so that, even if the weather was bad, you
could enjoy the gardens with their fountains, fish ponds and rock formations — lots of greenery, few flowers, but very
tranquil. We then walked along the river bank and saw some really nice houses with courtyards and gardens.

The same evening we went back to the Humble Minister's garden but this time we were treated to an evening of
Chinese Culture. We went into one of the houses, going into different rooms for each part of the entertainment. We saw a
young girl ballet dancer, some Chinese Opera, three ancient Chinese instruments played by two young men and a girl,
flute playing and finally a comedy sketch about a rat being punished by a magistrate for murder. Coming out of the final
room, we found we were back in the garden and the fountains and pools were lit with beautiful coloured lights. As we left
we were given a lovely fan as a souvenir.

Day 9 — Up early again for breakfast at 8am, we looked forward to our rickshaw ride around town. There were
twelve of them waiting outside and, with two of us to a rickshaw, we set off. We were in a line and the police held up the
traffic for us to get out of the hotel grounds. We started off in an orderly manner but it wasn't long before we started
racing, overtaking each other and even mounting the pavement if necessary. We were all laughing, shouting like kids and
really having fun. When we got back to the hotel, the rickshaw men were paid but we all offered tips as we had enjoyed it
so much. | offered our driver a note but he said “no - coin”; | said “no — take note” after all the fun we had had; it was very
confusing but he went off very happy as we were also.

After lunch at the hotel we caught the train to Shanghai where we arrived at 6 pm. After dinner we boarded a
coach for a trip around Shanghai by night. It was beautiful — the lights were amazing! It could be any Western capital city
with skyscrapers and tall buildings and a river running through the centre. We took a short stroll along the main
thoroughfare, the Bund, and then a ferry across the river to where our coach was waiting to take us to the Jim Mau
Tower. We took an elevator to the 88" floor to see the wonderful views and we could even look down inside the building
to the lobby on the ground floor — it was magnificent!

Day 10 - We visited the market in the morning and saw lots of sad-looking cats, dogs and birds. | was glad to
move on but | did see one pup being bought by a man with a little girl; | hope it will have a decent life with them. We then
met up with a group to visit a carpet factory before lunch with shopping afterwards — Peggy bought two pairs of shoes and
two bags before we adjourned to a patisserie for afternoon tea. Next it was on to the Children’s Palace, which is for gifted
children to study various performing arts and reach higher standards. On the first floor, it was ballet dancing by little girls
from 4 to 6 years old. When they had finished they grabbed our hands for us to join in, which we did and thoroughly
enjoyed it. In another room was a young girl playing the piano beautifully and, on the next floor, 5 girls and a boy were
playing an extremely complicated old Chinese string instrument. After dinner at our hotel we moved on to the Theatre of
Acrobatics which was marvellous. The finale was three young men riding motorbikes around inside a huge mesh ball
which was really very spectacular. We returned to our hotel tired but happy!

To be continued in the next issue of In Touch.........



All residents of Burton and Rosemarket parish
will, by now, have received a free compost bin.
Should you already have a compost bin feel
free to call the contact centre on 01437 764551
and they will arrange to have it collected.

#

Sustainable Waste Management is now one of
the top priorities for all local authorities
throughout the Country. The lack of landfill
space throughout the UK and the need to
manage our waste more sustainably has forced
Government to get tough.

Each Authority face ever increasing landfill
charges together with ever increasing recycling,
composting and waste reduction targets — which
carry severe financial penalties if not achieved -
and if the Authority is fined for not meeting the
targets it is you, the tax payer who will feel the
effect . The answer is to act now and for us all
to take responsibility for the waste we produce.

In order to help meet the tough
recycling/composting targets all Local
authorities are provided with a Sustainable
Waste Management Grant so that they can
develop the appropriate infrastructure and
services. Along side this grant under the
banner of Pembrokeshire Community Recycling
and Energy Partnership (PCREP) seven
organisations submitted a joint bid to the Wales
Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA). They
were successful and secured £1.5 million
funding from the European Objective 1
programme and Welsh Assembly Government
to fund a number of specific waste and recycling
initiatives under the Strategic Recycling
Scheme (SRS), one of which being the Home
Composting Campaign.

Home Composting of green and vegetable
wastes is the single most effective waste
prevention measure that local authorities can
promote according to the Welsh Assembly
Government as it reduces the amount of
household waste collected that ultimately goes
to landfill. Unfortunately, over the years we
have created a ‘throw away society” and
although it takes a bit of effort to change our
habits we have to start now. Some local
authorities have already started fining people

who are either not using their recycling services
or not using them properly. It is no longer
becoming “an optional way” of dealing with our
waste but something that we ‘have to do”. The
changes are for life — this is the future and we
all need to take responsibility and make that
extra effort.

§% #
Compost works best when you mix
& “and &*
) (
sy oo#o % $ %
- ; ok :
! 1 %
! %t !
. "§
# 1 % "™ 1 %
§" # $
% "
& (
$ % %% % %W?# %
P %- +
§ %
vy /
% r - % %% %+
0] %" " ) §
%p 1" ) 1
0)
§ § 18 % $
! % % %
1" ) %" %
Ot % !
0] #$
2 % "# §
0 % §
§3
4
5 § #5 5
8 . § 267892:27;7
)
" § #
% § % " 05




























































