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Contact:
                           David Wildman 01646 602116      david@davidwildman.com

Mike Warren  01646 601320   michael@warren77.fsnet.co.uk
Gill Gill 01646 600409

if you can help,  and be a part of this, Your  Community Newsletter.
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ROSEMARKET CHURCH NEWS
Firstly we would say a big thank you to everyone in the community who has supported our church through the  
recent fund raising events. This has included the picking, selling and buying of daffodils earlier in the year. At 
Easter we were delighted with the attendance and support at our Coffee Morning in the church. More recently 
many attended the wonderful Spring Dance organised by Rhys and Hilda Jones in Hooks Social Club. In June 
we distributed letters to all households seeking support for our Annual Gift Day which was celebrated with a 
Choral  Concert  performed  by  the  Haverfordwest  Ladies  Choir.  This  was  the  choir's  first  ever  visit  to 
Rosemarket and those who attended were treated to a most delightful range of music. Already contributions to 
the Gift Day appeal have reached several hundred pounds.

As we go to print we are now all eagerly looking forward to our Annual Garden Fete, this the focal point of our 
fund raising activities during the year. The Fete is to be held at 2.00pm pm Saturday, 30th July 2005 and once 
again at the Dovecote Field in Rosemarket with the kind permission of Fan, George and Colin Harries. As 
always there will be our traditional range of stalls including cakes, plants, bottles, bric a brac, and books. Food 
and refreshments will be available and also a bouncy castle for the children to enjoy. Do please come and enjoy 
the event  and particularly view the flower gardens and Dovecote grounds which Colin has developed and 
enhanced significantly in recent years. Colin has been especially busy in recent months and there is so much to 
see and enjoy. Come along also for a friendly and relaxed chat amongst friends and neighbours in this tranquil 
and peaceful setting. Old friends, new friends and visitors – we would love to see you all and admission is free.

Separately we would announce that tickets for our Annual Grand Raffle are also now on sale and may be 
obtained from any of the members of the Parochial Church Council.  There are a range of good prizes and 
importantly a cash first prize of £100.. These raffle tickets will also be sold at the Fete and the draw will take 
place during the afternoon.

Future dates for your diary are as follows. On Sunday 25th September we will hold our Harvest Festival, and 
there will be a Family Service in the church commencing at 10.30am when gifts of produce are received. At 
3.00pm on Sunday, 6th November 2005, there will be an 'All Souls' service in our church, this a time when both 
our parishes come together and remember lost loved ones, and light a candle in memory of those dear to them 
and no longer with us. Also in November, on Sunday 13th, we will hold our traditional Remembrance Day 
Service in the church, this commencing at 10.30am. During this service poppy wreaths will be placed at the 
foot of the two memorial plaques in the church in memory of the many from within the parish that fought and 
fell in the two world wars.

Finally a sincere thanks to everyone for their support; this has been greatly appreciated. Please join with us at
The events described above, and also attend our regular services whenever you want – the times are published 
on the church notice board. Additionally, if you would like a home visit for any special reason, please call our 
vicar Chris Barnes on 01646600877. Now please all enjoy the summer, and hopefully the weather will be kind 
to you all, both here in Rosemarket or to wherever you might travel on holiday.

                    Ashley Warlow   Secretary

ROSEMARKET ANNUAL GARDEN FETE
Dovecote Field Front Street Rosemarket

by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Harries

Saturday 30th July at 2pm
Lots of Stalls, Refreshments, Grand Draw, 

Bouncy Castle, Walk in the Gardens & More
See You There

Admission Free



Burton Coastcare and Environmental Group
             News of our latest activities and plans for summer
                            Helpers of all ages still needed!
                               Please be our next treasurer!

We’ve been blessed with wonderful  weather for our spring and 
early summer projects which has helped us to do a good clear 
and  plant  at  Barnlake  and  the  ‘Jolly  Sailor’  boat.  It’s  been  a 
pleasure to welcome several new volunteers to recent activities 
but we could always do with some extra help around the area.  It 
really is true that many hands make light work!  During the Easter 
break we had a very good morning, managing to clear the boat at 
the Jolly  and clear  5 bags of  beach litter  with  a small  working 
party.   Ben  and  Jack  Sullivan,  who  were  staying  with  their 
grandparents, were a great help and we went on to have a great 
beach barbecue after our hard work.  The boat has since been 
planted,  with  flowers  raised  from  seed,  and  looks  blooming 
gorgeous!  

In early June, to coincide with World Environment Day, we worked 
to clear Barnlake picnic site for the enjoyment of all.   You may 
remember that our young volunteers did a week long project there 
3  years  ago,  creating  an  idyllic  and  secluded  haven  from  an 
overgrown  eyesore.   We’ve  since  had  several  activities  there, 
including planting trees and our own-grown wild flowers as well as 
putting  up  bird  nesting  boxes  made  by  our  young  volunteers. 
Fortunately,  Pembrokeshire  County  Council  arranged  for 
Pathfinders to do a great initial  strim down through so that our 

happy band was able to get in and work.  Some cut and raked the growth, creating a huge bonfire, others 
painted the interpretive panel and the boat and circle planters were cleared and re-stocked with our home 
grown flowers. We’ve done several return visits, on our Thursday sessions, to carry on the good work.  

Another fun activity has been the creation of a 
re-cycled  garden,  growing  plants  in  tyres  and 
containers made from pallets.   Using donated 
paint,  these are  now very bright  colours,  and 
are filled with home produced compost.  So far, 
we’ve  had  excellent  results  and  are  awaiting 
our first potatoes.  It’s been popular and several 
people have started their own ‘colourful corner’ 
or  planters.  We’re  proud  that  these  activities 
were accepted as Environment Agency Action 
Earth Projects 

We still need a Treasurer, who we promise will 
not be overworked.  Please can someone help?

I’ve not been able to identify a major project for the summer so plan instead to carry on the Thursday morning 
activities and would love to see more volunteers, maybe the return of our young people who did so much to 
create and maintain our projects.  As usual, we’ll work 10 till noon and the numbers we have will determine the 
jobs we can tackle and locations.  On the list are painting the community seating, a beach clean, always work 
at Barnlake, possibly more work at our bus shelters or maybe you have suggestions of things that need to be 
done in the area.  Please phone to check what’s happening each week. I look forward to hearing from you and 
welcoming you to an activity very soon.     Stevie Lewis 01646 602424

ENTRIES FOR THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE OF ‘IN 
TOUCH’ BY FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER PLEASE



Llangwm School
NEWSLETTER SUMMER TERM 2005

The children started back after their Easter holidays 
on Tuesday 12th April 2005.  We are delighted to 
report that all new starts both in the Reception and 
Nursery Classes have all settled into school life so 
well.

Quality Mark Renewed
Staff, pupils and governors of Llangwm School 
celebrated the school’s success in renewing its Basic 
Skills Quality Mark for a further three years.
Ian Wells, Director of the Basic Skills Agency, 
presented the award, which provides a framework for 
the continuous improvement of basic literature and 
numeracy skills for pupils in the school.  
This was followed by a special presentation assembly 
in which he praised the efforts of the staff, 
governors and parents in working together to develop 
important learning skills.
At the end of the morning the children were given 
Quality Mark badges and bookmarks to celebrate the 
renewal of the award.

Poet visits Class 4
Poet, Mererid Hopwood, visited Class 4 on Monday 20th 

June.  Together they composed a poem for St. 
Jerome’s

School Visits
Classes 3 and 4 spent the day of Tuesday 5th May at 
St David’s Cathedral to celebrate Ascension Day. 
They all had a very interesting and enjoyable day.
They also had a great day out visiting the National 
Assembly and Techniquest in Cardiff on Thursday 28th 

April.

Classes 1 and 2 visited Manor House, Tenby on 
Tuesday 17th May.  The children enjoyed seeing all the 
different animals and had a fun ride on the tractor 
and trailer.

Class 4 are, at present, visiting Pembrokeshire 
Watersports on each Thursday during the next four 
weeks.  They are learning the general safety on the 
water, sailing and raft building.

During July, Class 3 are visiting Cilrhedyn Woodland 
Centre at the Gwaun Valley.  They will find out how a 
woodland is managed and all about the life that exists 
in a woodland.
They are also going to Carew Castle on Wednesday 13th 

July to learn about the Tudors, and will have the 
opportunity to attend dressed as a Tudor girl/boy.

Collective Worship
Reverend Chris Barnes joins us regularly on a Friday 
morning for assembly.
Reverend Linda Woolacott and Mrs. Cheryl Jones join 
us on separate occasions on a monthly basis.
We look forward to the above coming in and joining us 
for our assemblies.

We will be holding a special assembly for the children 
on Friday 22nd July for Year 6 pupils who will be 
moving to Tasker Milward in September.  This will be 
for the staff and children of the school to share the 
morning with Year 6.

Sport at School
Mrs. Rees took our Netball team to a Netball Festival 
at Thornton, Milford Haven.  The team enjoyed the 
day and benefited from the experience.

The cricket team entered the Pembrokeshire Schools’ 
Cricket competition last Wednesday. They had a very 
busy day winning 2 and losing 1.

Swimming Gala
Our annual Swimming Gala was held on Wednesday 15th 

June.  After a very close competition throughout the 
morning, Caldey won by 1 point from Skomer.
The team captains were James Griffiths and Alice 
Edwards, Caldey and Poppy Leggett and Sam Hughes, 
Skomer.

Sports Day
Sports Day will take place again this year during 
Llangwm Village Festival Fortnight.
We look forward to parents, grandparents and other 
relatives supporting the teams.

Tennis
Children from both Years 2 and 3 have enjoyed being 
coached on a Friday by a Tennis Development Officer 
from Pembrokeshire County Council.  To mark an end 
to the coaching, a Tennis Festival has been arranged 
for the girls from Years 2 and 3 at The Dome, Tasker 
Milward on Friday 8th July.

Music at School
Our Year 6 children will be visiting Tasker Milward on 
Friday 1st July for a music morning along with the rest 
of Year 6 children from around the county who will be 
starting Tasker Milward in September.

Year 6 will also be joining schools from the County at a 
special Prom evening held at Sir Thomas Picton School, 
Haverfordwest on Tuesday 5th July.  



We have a choir from our school joining with Burton 
and Hook Primary Schools to sing at the Festival of 
Hope at Carew Pavilion on Saturday 16th July.

NEW STARTS
The children who are due to start both Reception and 
Nursery classes in September will spend a morning in 
their new classes on Monday 11th July.
Our Year 6 children will be having an Induction Day at 
Tasker Milward on the same day.

SCHOOL WILL BREAK UP FOR THE SUMMER 
HOLIDAYS ON FRIDAY 22ND JULY AND WILL 
RETURN ON MONDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER.

May we take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe 
and happy summer break.
 

W R V S
make it count

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

The WRVS Meals-on-Wheels Service delivers 
approximately 56,000 meals in Pembrokeshire 
every year and this number is increasing year by 
year.  Because of this enormous commitment 
additional volunteers are always required and 
there is a particular need at the moment in the 
Haverfordwest and Milford Haven areas. 
Volunteers need a car for which mileage 
expenses will be paid and to be able to give at 
least 2 hours (or more) of their time every 
month.  The MOW volunteers comprises of both 
men and women and indeed there are many 
husband and wife teams.  If you are interested in 
helping please contact :-

Beth Fletcher on 01437 762911.

Why do they volunteer?  The answer – it is a 
very rewarding experience because it is a very 
special service.  It makes a real difference to 
some of our county’s most vulnerable residents.  

Go on, make a difference, try it and see!!   It’s 
your free time ‘Make It Count’

Remember the Contact Number is
01437 762911

Rosemarket Community Council

The  following  were  among  matters  discussed  by 
Rosemarket Community Council during recent months :
LNG pipeline. Five officers of Transco addressed the 
March  community  council  meeting  regarding  the 
proposed  LNG  pipeline,  which  is  set  to  cross  the 
community  area.  One  of  the  major  concerns  raised 
related to the safety aspects of a large pipeline carying 
flammable  material  at  high  pressures.  The  calculated 
risk of death from the pipeline to a resident close to the 
pipeline  at  Bastleford  had  been  put  at  1:1,960,000. 
Though  the  officers  did  not  explain  in  detail  the 
methodology used to arrive at the figure, it seemed to 
allay to some extent the concerns expressed.   
30mph  limited  area.  Due  to  communiy  council 
representations,  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
extend the 30mph speed limited area to take account of 
the  new  entrance  to  the  development  adjacent  to 
Cheriton, Rosemarket. 
Community policing.  Two community police officers 
attended  the  April  meeting,  to  discuss  local  policing 
concerns. A problem mentioned as being of particular 
concern was inconsiderate parking around the village. 
In  at  least  one  case,  an  emergency vehicle  had been 
unable to get to an address in Rosemarket due to such 
parking. The officers undertook to look closely at the 
matter. 
Tenants and Residents Association.  The community 
council  has  agreed  to  receive  approximately  £747  in 
surplus  funds  from the  now-defunct  association.  The 
funds were placed in the care of the community council 
on condition that they be used to benefit local children. 
Detailed  plans  for  the  use  of  the  money  will  be 
discussed at a future date. 
Affordable housing. The community council has been 
asked to look at possible affordable housing provision 
on sites close to Sardis and Rosemarket. It is likely that, 
as  part  of  the  assessment,  a  community  council 
sponsored  survey  will  be  undertaken  to  gauge  local 
opinion on the matter. 
Community  Council  chairmanship.  At  the  2005 
annual  general  meeting  in  May,  Councillor  David 
Barrah was elected to serve as chairman for a further 
twelve  months.  Councillor  Tony  Young  was  elected 
vice-chairman. 
Charitable  donations.  Each  year  the  community 
council  discusses  the  donation  of  funds  to  charities 
benefiting  local  residents.  This  year  the  community 
council was pleased to forward donations to Macmillan 
Nurses, Bobath Cerebral Palsy centre, Childline Wales, 
Wales Air Ambulance and Pembrokeshire Y.F.C.  



BURTON BRANCH 
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

This half  of  the year has been one of celebration, 
with the club’s 50th Anniversary and two members – 
Mrs Ivy Bevan and Mrs Betty Blight reaching their 
ninetieth birthdays.

Club member Megan Mansfield  brought  along her 
artificial  feet  and  gave  us  a  very  fascinating 
demonstration on “Reflexology” in March! As a result 
some  members  were  interested  in  becoming 
patients!  June Crook won the monthly competition 
for  her  Easter  ducks  and  chicks  made  from 
sugarpaste.

In  April  we  visited  the  Restaurant  and  Garden 
Centre  at  St  Florence,  where  members  enjoyed 
lunch  and  purchased  plants  to  stock  up  their 
gardens  for  the  summer.  Viv  Thurman  won  the 
competition with her paperweight.

The President and Myra Gillespie joined the Army in 
May!  They  attended  a  very  interesting  and 
illuminating presentation about the Modern Army at 
the Castlemartin Firing Range. At the club meeting 
Gwyneth  Perkins  gave  a  talk  about  100  years  of 
costume. We all remembered the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s 
with the “New Look”, bright colours and crimplene! 
Viv Thurman won the competition for her posy. The 
club also celebrated the birthday of one of it’s oldest 
members  –  Ivy  Bevan  with  a  birthday  cake  and 
wine. Ivy is ninety years young!

In June the club celebrated its 50th Anniversary with 
a  buffet  dinner  at  the  Beggar’s  Reach  Hotel  in 
Burton. A number of founder members of the club 
were  able  to  attend,  including  Mrs  Gill  Gill,  Mrs 
Hanby,  Mrs  Isherwood,  Mrs  Anita  Rowlands,  Mrs 
Betty Blight and Mrs Ursula Thomas. We all had a 
very  enjoyable  evening  and  a  commemorative 
photograph  appeared  in  the  Western  Telegraph. 
The club was founded in November 1955, and we 
plan a further article for the next edition of “In Touch” 
with a history of  the club.  Later  in  June members 
enjoyed a very sociable dinner at the Nest seafood 
restaurant  in  Little  Haven.  A  visit  to  the  Torch 
Theatre for a ”Fish Cookery” evening is planned.

Dr  Bryn  Barton  will  be  giving  a  talk  on  “Bee-
Keeping”  at  the  July  meeting  and  on  the  26th 
members  will  be  organising  the  annual  Summer 
Lunch at the Mission Hall, Hill Mountain.

In August the club will be holding its summer outing 
and in September Jonathan Hughes will be giving a 
talk about the National Trust.

If you would like to join our happy and busy club, we 
meet  every second Wednesday in  each month  at 
the Jubilee  Hall,  Houghton  at  7.30pm. For  further 

details  ring  our  Secretary  Joan  Phillips  (tel.  no. 
01646 600124).

Brenda Miles-Sandy - President  

V,mitoel956kff

Classic Titles from the Authors Book Club

The Naughty Schoolboy by Enid Spankin
The unknown Author by Ann Onymouse 
Post - Script by Adeline Extra
Road Transport by Laurie Driver
Jungle Fever by Amos Quito
Tea for Two by Roland Butter
Long Hot Summer by I. Scream
Try and Try Again by Percy Vere
It Pays to Advertise by Bill Sticker
The Drawing Lesson by Art Master
At the North Pole by l.C. Blast
At the South Pole by Anne Tarctic
The Bullfighter by Matt Adore
The Tigers Revenge by Claud Body
Rice Growing by Paddy Field
Aches and Pains by Arther ltis
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Deliveries of In Touch :-
There were NO volunteers from Port Lion 
following a request in the last issue for 
assistance to help deliver ‘In Touch’. I am 
pleased to report that Mrs Lyn Lewis who 
lives  in  Hill  Mountain  has  offered  to 
deliver  to  that  area.  Many  thanks  Mrs 
Lewis for helping out.

Mbntueoigmbm ikt
Duke of Edinburgh Awards

Ben Rogers from Rosemarket and his colleagues 
will travel to Caerphilly Castle on the 5th July where 
Ben will be presented with the Silver award. 

In June Ben broke the Dawn to Dusk Golf Course 
record by turning in a score of 66..

Congratulations and well done on both accounts. 
The Golf Club also send their congratulations.
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Do you ever wonder why?
Sheep don't shrink when it rains. 

There isn't a mouse flavoured cat food.

Lemon juice is made with artificial flavour, 

while dishwashing liquid is made with real lemons.

Women can't put on mascara with their mouth closed



Tessa Gill and the London Marathon
by Mike Warren

Those of you watching the 25th London Marathon 
on television may have been able to pick out one of the 
runners as Tessa Gill,  youngest  daughter of  Terry  and 
Gill Gill of  Sardis. As she was one of no less than 36,000 
brave souls who formed the bulk of the field, it is more 
than  likely  you  did  not  spot  her  but  she  was  there 
nevertheless,  running  in  aid  of  St  Non’s  Ward  at 
Withybush Hospital.

Tessa,  who has lived in Toronto for five years, 
made the journey over here specially to take part in the 
Marathon  although,  of  course,  she  also  took  the 
opportunity to visit  friends and family.  She has run two 
marathons  before,  London  in  2002,  when  she  raised 
money  for  Age  Concern,  and  the  National  Capital 
Marathon of Canada in Ottawa. Her last big effort was the 
Mississauga Half Marathon. It is quite difficult to get into 
the  London event  and  it  is  recommended that  runners 
adopt an 18 week training schedule, running every other 
day  with  a  much  longer  run  once  a  week  which  gets 
progressively longer up to a final training run of 20 miles.

After the gun fires for the start of the race it can 
be up to 10 minutes before all the runners are underway. 
Each runner competes against the clock, the timing being 
done by a tag tied to the runner’s shoe passing over a 
detector at the start and finish as well as at various points 
along the course. The runners are accompanied by their 
own  individual  ‘support  teams’,  most  of  whom 
congregated around the 15 mile mark,  the point  where 
most of them are feeling the worst ill-effects. There they 
are  provided  with  water  and  nutrient  bars,  incidentally 
made from the same mixture of grains and honey used by 

athletes in ancient times. The most welcome aid on this 
occasion was actually sun cream as there was unbroken 
sunshine throughout the race and sunburn was certainly 
a problem. Tessa’s support team consisted of sister Jane 
and  Mary  Rowland  from  Burton.  Jane  described  the 
atmosphere throughout the event as being like one giant 
street  party  with  much  mutual  encouragement  and  aid 
between  runners  and  supporters  alike,  an  attitude  that 
continued  as  the  runners  were  finally  assisted  to  their 
trains and buses for their journeys home. Tessa believes 
she finished after about 25,000 others in a time of 5 hours 
4 mins and she admits to finding it more difficult than in 
2002,  mainly  because  of  the  sunshine;  she  felt 
particularly aggrieved being overtaken at one stage by a 
Rhino and a Womble, although she later overhauled the 
Womble who was flagging somewhat in his hairy suit! 

All  in  all,  a great  day was had by runners and 
supporters alike. Tessa returned to Canada a couple of 
days after the event with a determination to try and take 
part in the New York and Chicago Marathons to add to 
her achievements.

Tessa’s  efforts raised some £345 for  St.  Non’s  
Ward  and  donations  are  still  being  gratefully  accepted  
and  should  be  sent  to  Margaret  Wildman  at  3,  Lucy  
Walters Close, Rosemarket.
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Burton Community Council

The  following  were  among  matters  discussed  by 
Burton Community Council during recent months :

Charitable donations.  The following organisations 
received donations from Burton Communiy Council 
in recent months : Torch Theatre, Samaritans, Bobby 
Van Scheme (Police), Wales Air Ambulance, Urdd 
Eisteddfod. 

Houghton  Play  Park.  Following  the  recent 
unfortunate need to fell the three cherry trees in the 
play  park,  Members  have  now  authorised  the 
planting of two magnolia trees in the play park. They 
will be (1) in memory of the late Rev. John Hale, and 
(2) in appreciation of the work carried out on behalf 
of the community by the very much extant Dennis 
Venables. 

Jetski  activity.  Representations  were made  by the 
community council to Milford Haven Port Authority 
regarding  perceived  anti-social  jetski  activity  off 
Burton Ferry. The Port Authority has undertaken to 
monitor the situation closely,  to ensure responsible 
waterway usage. 

Communiy  Council  Chairmanship.  Councillor 
Peggie Warren was unanimously elected to serve a 
further year as council chairman. Councillor Paddy 
McNamara was elected vice-chairman. 

PETER HORTON
Clerk to Burton Community Council 



OFFA’S   BIKE                             

My name is Daniel Fearn, I live in Hill Mountain 
and I am a member of 1st Johnston Scout Group. Earlier 
this year I was very lucky to be chosen, along with 13 
other scouts, to represent Pembrokeshire at Eurojam, an 
international scout jamboree, in August. We had to raise 
money to pay for ourselves, and the group costs for the 
event. I decided that I would like to do a sponsored bike 
ride. I then sat down with my dad (John) to talk about it. 
We decided rather than just a short sponsored event we 
would like to do something that would be a challenge. My 
dad  had  walked  Offa's  Dyke  many  years  ago  to  raise 
money to go on Operation Raleigh. So the idea was born, 
we would do Offa's Bike!
We then  spent  the  next  few  months  practicing  around 
Pembrokeshire to get fit.

Day 1 (4th April)
Beforehand we had checked that the bikes were OK to do 
the journey.  In  the  morning,  my dad and I  packed our 
equipment, getting ready for the biggest trek I had ever 
done.  We  were  off!  Many  thoughts  went  through  my 
head. Did I train enough? Was I ready? Would I collapse? 
But the biggest thought I had, was would I make it? I felt 
happy about today, as it was only 10 miles to cycle to get 
to  our  first  stop.  My  mum  (Brenta)  and  my  brother 
(Jonathan) dropped us off in Chepstow, under the Severn 
Bridge at 3:30pm. This was it. Our journey lay ahead of 
us. Prestatyn was 170 miles to the north.

The first few miles were up hill into the Forest Of 
Dean.  We  arrived  at  St  Briavels  Youth  Hostel,  an  old 
castle, at 4:50pm. At 4.55pm the heavens opened. I was 
feeling confident; my dad said he was feeling thirsty, so 
we went to the pub! The food was lovely; we both had 
pies for dinner. I met lots of interesting people who were 
on  their  own  different  journeys,  after  a  few games  of 
cards and chess we went to bed. I really slept well that 
night.

(10 miles done today, 160 to go.)

Day 2
I  got  up  at  7:30am.  I  was  all  psyched  up  and  feeling 
energetic. We had a full English breakfast, and then left at 
9:30am.  A 36mile  ride  lay  ahead.  We  first  stopped  at 
Monmouth for our coffee break, and to buy all the things 
that we needed but left at home! In Monmouth we also 
bought  our  lunch of  baguettes  and sausage rolls.  After 
another 6miles we stopped at White Castle to have lunch. 
I was starting to feel tired and wondered how I would do 
on the rest of the trip.

      The next stop was a beautiful church, at Llangatock 
Lingoed. We lay down in the grass and rested in the sun. I 
just didn't want to get up A few miles on we stopped at 
the oldest pub in Wales, the Skirrid Inn, however, it was 
closed so we bought a drink from a nearby garage. I was 

really  hoping  to  have  lemonade.  Our  first  mountain 
section lay ahead, The Gospel Pass, to get to Capel y ffin, 
our second youth hostel,  it  was the hardest  thing I  had 
ever done. When we got to Capel y ffin, my legs were 
shaking like jelly. Although this youth hostel was only a 
cottage, it was much better than the first because it had 
games to play and great food. I would like to go back to 
this youth hostel again. The room we stayed in was an old 
granary, even though it was cold, it was pleasant.

(46 miles done so far, 124 to go.)

Day 3
The bed was too comfy to get  out  of  but  I  had to go. 
Today would be harder and the start would be very hard. 
We still  had the rest  of  the Gospel  Pass to climb.  The 
wind was so hard that it was almost pushing me down the 
mountain again. I had to get off and walk the last bit of 
the hill.

      The view at the top was magnificent; I could see the  
village of Hay on Wye at the bottom. That was our first 
break of the day. We stopped at the Granary Cafe for a 
cup  of  tea  before  buying  lunch to  eat  later.  The  route 
today was very hilly and I was shattered when I got to 
Old Radnor where we stopped for lunch. It was getting 
cold and windy and I wanted to get to the youth hostel 
quickly. We next stopped for a break in Knighton, before 
finishing in Clun, our destination at 5:00pm. This youth 
hostel  used  to  be  a  mill.  The  only  other  guests  were 
pensioners,  dad  thought  they  were  like  Last  of  the 
Summer  Wine.  We had a lovely meal  in the local  pub 
before going to bed early.

(84 miles done so far 86 to go.)

Day 4
This would be the longest day of the journey. We had to 
do  52miles  and  then  search  for  somewhere  to  stay  at 
Llangollen  because  the  youth  hostel  there  was  fully 
booked.  We  left  Clun  at  9:00am  after  an  enjoyable 
breakfast,  courtesy  of  the  kind  men  from  Last  of  the 
Summer  Wine.  I  was feeling really tired from the past 
couple of days. This would not help. The one thing that 
kept  me  going  was  the  thought  of  seeing  my mum in 
Welshpool,  for  the first  time in 3 days.  We stopped at 
Church Stoke for a break, we had to take this day one step 
at a time. We had never done this distance on bike before. 
As  we  were  coming  up  to  WeIshpool  I  was  getting 
excited.  My  dad  gave  my  mum  a  call.  She  answered 
telling us she was still  in Builth Wells.  We decided to 
press on and meet  her at Oswestry instead. That was a 
further 10 miles. We had a snack and moved on. After we 
got to Oswestry we called Mum again, after 10 minutes 
the car  came into sight,  I  was overcome with joy.  We 
went to get  a cup of tea and cake, and told her of our 
adventures. After the snack, my mum handed us the spare 
clothes for the night. She went ahead to find us a place to 
stay the night.



     As  were  getting  closer  to  Llangollen,  my  dad 
suggested that we take the canal towpath because it would 
be flat  and lead all  the way to Llangollen.  This detour 
allowed  us  to  cross  the  famous  Pontcysylite  aqueduct, 
which towered over the fields and lands below.

     We finally arrived in Llangollen and met my mum at 
the first pub in town. After we found a bed and breakfast 
and  had  a  shower  we  went  for  dinner  with  mum.  My 
mum left us after dinner to stay with a friend in Rhyl. We 
went back to the B&B and went straight to bed. That was 
the best sleep I had had so far.                                   

(136 miles so far 34 to go)
Day 5 (the last day!)
This  was  it,  would  all  those  weeks  practising  payoff? 
Would all the hard work go to waste and would I give up? 
No way. I was going to finish this even if it would kill  
me. I was full of energy and confidence. We set off for 
one final  push.  The first  part  of  the  day would be the 
hardest yet. The Horseshoe Pass.

      The Horseshoe Pass was steeper than the Gospel Pass. 
The wind was blowing intensely. I managed to make it to 
the  top  and  went  into  the  Ponderosa  Cafe.  We  were 
looking forward to the ride down the hill  but  the wind 
was blisteringly cold and really hurt.  After  that  painful 
descent we got to the bottom and it started to snow. By 
lunchtime we got to Bodfari and had lunch with my mum 
before tackling the final section to Prestatyn. The pain of 
the past couple of days was piling on as we were drawing 
closer to the finish line. I kept wondering where the finish 
line was. We finally arrived; I had done it, 170 miles by 
bike.

A splendid effort Daniel. Enjoy Eurojam you
deserve every moment of  it.

                 
BURTON & DISTRICT 
                  GARDENING CLUB

The  Summer  Season  included  various  Trips  of 
Horticultural  interest.  On  the  24th April  the  club 
arranged  a  trip  to  the  Cardiff  Flower  Show.  The 
Royal Horticultural Society put this show on in the 
Bute  Park  as  part  of  the  Celebrations  of  the 
Centenary of Cardiff as a City and 50 years as the 
Welsh Capital.
Show Gardens  and Floral  Displays  were  the  main 
theme, but there were many other features to interest 
the visitors. Daffodills featured prominently in what 
was  an  exceptional  stand,  including  the  new 
Narcissus (Cardiff), produced in honour of the City's 
special year.
There were two Floral Marquees as well as a Welsh 
Crafts and Food hall; which was very popular. We 
were well entertained in the centre of the ground by 
a Jazz Band, also by a String Ensemble from Eastern 
Europe.
Luckily there was enough room on the coach for all 
the  purchased  plants  and  garden  products  and 
hopefully this trip can be repeated next year.
On the 4th May we visited Picton Castle Grounds for 
an  evening  conducted  tour  by  Roddy  Milne.  This 
proved to be most interesting and informative.  We 
followed the woodland paths where many of the new 
features were described in detail. The walled garden 
was as impressive as ever. Roddy kindly offered to 
give us another talk in our winter programme.
In complete contrast to the vastness of Picton Castle 
Grounds, on the 1st June we visited the S4C Clwb 
Garddio  Garden  of  the  Year  2004  at  Arrowlands, 
Llansteffan Road, Carmarthen.This was a suburban 
garden packed with interest. The small front garden 
was  in  the  form  of  a  Rockery  containing  many 
interesting plants. To the rear of the house a slightly 
larger area was tastefully traversed by decking and 
gravel  paths.  Whichever  way one  turned  we  were 
treated  to  an  impressive  display  of  plants  and 
features. The owners must be congratulated on what 
they have achieved in such a small place.
There will be an Open Day at Arrowlands on the 21st 

July at 11.am to 6.pm. Proceeds in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Relief.
A trip to the National Botanic Gardens of Wales is 
being organised.
Work on the school garden at Houghton is ongoing. 
Planting of aromatic herbs is now being undertaken 
to reinforce the attraction of the butterfly border.
The  Winter  Season  of  talks  at  the  Jubilee  Hall, 
Houghton  are  held  on  the  1st Wednesday  of 
September and thereafter on every 1st Wednesday of 
the months throughout the winter



St Mary's Church, Burton

As  mentioned  in  the  Spring  issue  of  In  Touch, 
weekly Confirmation Classes were held throughout 
Lent  and on Easter Eve a group of  young people 
from Burton and Rosemarket formed part of a large 
group being confirmed at  St  David's  Cathedral  by 
our Bishop, The Rt. Revd. Carl Cooper. We extend 
a warm welcome to these new members.

A  'Beetle  Drive'  in  aid  of  the  Tsunami  Appeal, 
organized by Janet Llewellyn, was a most enjoyable 
evening  and  the  sum  of  £427  was  raised  for 
donation to the appeal.

St  David's  Day was celebrated once again with  a 
warming 'Cawl Lunch' at the Mission Hall.

On 7th  March  a  combined  Memorial  Service  was 
held to commemorate the life of Rev John Hale and 
his service and dedication to the parishes of Burton 
and  Rosemarket.  The  service,  attended  by  the 
Bishop of St Davids,  the Rt.Rev.Carl  Cooper,  was 
held  at  Burton  church  which  was  full  to  capacity. 
Children of the Sunday School and also Children of 
Burton  School  took  part  in  the  service  which 
included carefully chosen scripture readings, poems 
and  hymns  known  to  be  favorites  of  John.  A 
Personal  Testimony,  written  by  Dennis  Venables 
touched the hearts of  everyone present.  Following 
the Service all were invited for 'Cawl' at the Stable 
Inn, courtesy of Steve and Bernice Hayden.

Tuesday mornings (1O-OO am-10-30 am) a 'time for 
morning  prayer'  is  held  in  St  Andrew's  Chapel  at 
Burton Church when prayers are said for the needs 
of the Parish. On Tuesday 8 March members of the 
weekly  prayer  group  accompanied  Rev  Chris 
Barnes and Elwyn to a Quiet Day - "Preparing for 
Easter"  held  at  Ffald-y-Brenin  Christian  Retreat 
Centre in the Gwaun Valley.

The  annual  Easter  Saturday  Coffee  Morning  and 
Hat  Parade  was  great  fun  and  enjoyed  by  all.  A 
'work-shop'  corner  run  by  Wendy  Phillips  for 
Children of the Sunday School and friends produced 
hand  made  hat  creations  and  many  other  items 
which the youngsters were proud to take home with 
them. As promised,  all  'home made'  hat  creations 
were rewarded with an Easter egg.

On  Ascension  Day,  5th  May,  the  children  of  the 
Sunday  School  attended  the  Deanery  Children's 
Day in  St  David's  Cathedral.  This  year  they were 
joined  by  children  in  years  3  and  4  from  Burton 
School as well  as a number of adult  volunteers to 
help look after them. The morning was spent taking 
part in the various educational workshops and in the 

afternoon  all  came  together  for  a  short  Act  of 
Worship.  This  service  included  material  from  the 
morning workshops.  The bus journey added more 
fun to what was a most enjoyable day.

The St Mary's Toddlers group continues to be held 
on Tuesday mornings throughout school term time. 
Since opening in February this year the little ones 
have  enjoyed  "Language  and  Play"  lead  by  Nia, 
encouraging them to enjoy songs, art and play. They 
have  been  grateful  for  the  loan  of  wonderful  toys 
from the "Toy Library"  and books from the library. 
Their  Health  Visitor  has  given  a  wealth  of 
information and empathy on the subject of "Sleep". 
This  informal  gathering  provides  a  venue  for 
friendship and safe, creative play for mums and their 
little ones. On Tuesday 14 June they held an Open 
Day  when  visitors  were  provided  with  light 
refreshments whilst they watched the children enjoy 
many  toys  and  activities.  If  you  are  interested  in 
joining the group, please feel free to drop in for a 
chat  and a coffee. The group meets on Tuesdays 
(term time) 9-30 to 11-30 at The Mission Hall,  Hill 
Mountain. (for further information contact Elwyn on 
101646 600877

R & B Youth Group continues to enjoy the weekly 
get together on Sunday evenings during term time. 
Spring/Summer  term  activities  so  far  have  been 
varied and include ball  games at  the School  field, 
swimming at The Meads Centre and a river trip. On 
15th May a most successful fund raising Car Wash 
was held at The Jolly Sailor for children in Sri Lanka. 
On 12th June the group attended a 'Youth Service' at 
Burton Church. All this would not be possible without 
the weekly support of parents and volunteers which 
is greatly appreciated.

On lOth  July we are invited to join the Rev Chris 
Barnes at the annual Sea Sunday Service to be held 
at  Milford  Dock  Pierhead  at  11-30am.  Again  this 
year the Pembroke and District Male Voice Choir will 
participate with Music provided by the Milford Haven 
Town Band. Come along and join in this service held 
in the open air at Milford Dock to remember the work 
of The Mission to Seafarers in caring for Seafarers 
around the word.

The Summer  Holiday  Club  will  be  held  again  this 
year throughout August. The Club for boys and girls 
4  -  10  years  old  is  held  at  the  church  on 
Wednesdays  throughout  August  from  10-30am  to 
12-30pm - £1-00 per session. Various activities are 
organised  each  week  by  Wendy  Phillips.  Come 
along  and  join  in  the  fun...  games...  painting... 
music... craft, stories.

Harvest  Service  this  year  falls  on  Sunday  2nd 
October. Being the first Sunday of the month, it will 



take  the  form  of  a  Family  Service  at  11-00am, 
followed by Lunch at the Mission Hall.

Rev. John Hale - A Personal Testimony 
             by Dennis Venables...........

JOHN HALE  1937-2005 '

First may I extend our heartfelt sympathy to John’s 
family on their tragic loss and give thanks to God for 
his ministry.

John  Hale  came  to  Burton  with  his  mother  from 
Tenby in October 1971 to the old rectory (now The 
Beggars  Reach  Hotel).  The induction  service  was 
held on Wednesday October 27th 1971 and a large 
gathering  of  parishioners  from  Tenby  attended 
which indicated how popular he was there. We have 
included two hymns from that service this evening. 
They then moved into the new rectory in 1974.

In  1979  Burton  and  Rosemarket  parish  churches 
were grouped together which made John a Rector 
and Vicar The induction to Rosemarket church was 
held on 17 January 1979. Unfortunately at the end 
of  August  1995  John's  mother  passed  away 
suddenly  and  he never  really  recovered from this 
shock  and  during  1998  John  became ill  and  was 
unable to carry out his duties in the parishes. On the 
advice of  his doctor  he retired on 30th April  1999 
due to ill health after 28 years service at St Mary’s 
Burton and 20 years at St Ismael's Rosemarket.

John was a very humble, caring and sincere man - 
thought no wrong of anyone - treating everybody in 
the  same  manner  whether  they  were  church 
members, chapel  members or people who did not 
attend either. He regularly visited the elderly in the 
two parishes, the sick at home or those in hospital. If 
anyone did not have transport he would take them in 
his car for what ever reason.

He  supported  all  the  local  organisations  and 
functions,  held regular services at the two primary 
schools and at Williamston Nursing Home.

Although not a father he enjoyed children's company 
and  encouraged  them  to  come  to  church  and 
Sunday School which he ran on his own for many 
years until  Mrs Wendy Phillps  volunteered to give 
assistance.  Also  he  always  had  a  group  of 
teenagers  trained  to  act  as  servers  in  the 
communion services. He also formed a Youth Club 
held in the Mission Hall.

John was a keen sportsman with soccer being his 
favourite game. In his younger days he played for 
Goodwick and since coming to Burton he supported 
Haverfordwest  County  and hardly  missed a  home 
game at the Bridge Meadow. They have lost a very 

loyal supporter.

At funeral services John would always say "Let us 
give thanks to God for all the good things in the life 
of" that person. Now if we did this for John we would 
be here all  night  because John practised what he 
preached and lived a good life.

After his retirement, to commemorate the millennium 
John wrote a booklet with coloured photographs on 
the history and contents of St Mary's Church Burton. 
He  presented  this  booklet  to  the  church  to  raise 
funds.

I  was  fortunate  to  be his  warden  for  the  last  five 
years  of  his  ministry  and  we  spent  many  happy 
hours  together  discussing  and  arranging  church 
matters.  Personally  I  will  always  remember  the 
happy times we had when he joined my family at 
home for Christmas dinners.

The people he met in our neighbouring areas always 
had a great respect for him and we in both parishes 
not only liked him, but we loved him. May he rest in 
peace with God his maker
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Treeplanting Ceremony

Burton Community Council will be planting two 
magnolia trees in Houghton Playpark on Wednesday, 
20th July, 2005 at 6pm.
One will be in memory of the late Rev John Hale, 
formerly Rector of Burton and Vicar of Rosemarket, 
and the second will be in recognition of 40 years 
service to the community by Dennis Venables.
The Council hope many of you will be able to attend.
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EDITORIAL
Like many other local organisations, In Touch, is 
beginning to, in the simplest possible terms, run out 
of funds.
In spite of generous contributions from both Burton 
and Rosemarket Community Councils and those of a 
number of private individuals, as things stand, we 
only have enough cash to finance one more edition 
of your magazine.
We will be shortly making applications for grants 
from suitable and, we hope, sympathetic 
organisations but these applications are more likely 
to be successful if we can show that other private 
funding is being provided.
So if you could help, even in a small way, we would 
be very grateful.
If you can help, please contact our treasurer, 
Mrs Gill Gill on 01646 600409.



Sky at Night
by Stargazer

July skies are not really ever completely dark and stargazing becomes a limited pastime with only the 
few hours either side of midnight suitable for studying the heavens. August and September, of course, see 
progressively darker evening as we lead up to the glories of the winter skies. 

Most of the planets are poorly placed for viewing for some time yet; Venus and Mercury are close 
together in early July down in the murk of the north western horizon, being particularly close to the crescent 
moon on July 8th, but they then move apart. Venus is by far the brighter of the two planets and will help in 
finding Mercury,  just  below it.  Mars is becoming more prominent  in the morning sky and we can start  to 
anticipate the next ‘close encounter’ or, technically, ‘opposition’  in November this year when we will see it at a 
distance of ‘only’ 43 million miles. It should then be possible to see surface features through quite modest  
telescopes. Jupiter is past its best and sinking into the western skies; Saturn is not visible, being on the other 
side of the Sun, and Uranus and Neptune are distant morning objects and need telescopes, patience and skill 
to locate and identify. Pluto is well-placed but I can’t find it either!

The big signposts in our summer skies are the three bright stars forming the Summer Triangle which 
passes slowly across  our  southern  view over  the  next  three months.  Almost  overhead is  Vega,  the  fifth  
brightest star, a blue-white some 25 light years away. It is the principal star of the small constellation Lyra (the 
Lyre) and, because of precession, it will become the ‘pole star’ between the years AD 13,000 and 14,000. Just 
below Vega there is a small  trapezium - shaped part  of  the constellation at  the bottom of  which are two 
brightish stars and, between them, the faint Ring Nebula (M57), visible as a misty, elliptical disk in varying 
degrees of detail depending on the size of the telescope. The right hand bright star is Sheliak, a double star  
resolvable by a small telescope into cream and blue components. In fact they are so close together that they 
are mutually distorted into egg-shapes.

Looking now to the east of Vega we  find Deneb, a blue white super-giant star, some 3200 light years 
away, which marks the tail of Cygnus (the Swan). It is fairly easily recognised as a swan with outspread wings 
and a long neck. The beak at the other end is marked by a fascinating double star,  Albireo, made up of  
contrasting gold and blue-green stars, separable by good binoculars. This is probably my favourite double star 
of all! If you have trouble identifying Cygnus, try looking for a crossbow shape with Deneb as the point of its 
bolt. Cygnus is situated in a rich part of the Milky Way, a hazy, straggling band of light which can be mistaken  
for light clouds but which, in fact, consists of millions of unnamed stars in our own Galaxy, seen side on, a 
disc some 2000 light years thick. It  stretches down the middle of Cygnus and leads south to Sagittarius where 
it  is at its most dense.  This is the direction of  the Galactic centre,  with its gigantic black hole. Turn your  
binoculars on the Milky Way and get just a glimpse of the vastness of it all!

If  we go south from Vega and Deneb, we come across the third corner of  our triangle:  Altair,  the 
principal  star  of  Aquila  (the  Eagle),  a  small  constellation,  not  well  defined  but  rich  in  faint  star  fields, 
particularly to the south. Altair, a bright white star only 17 light years away, is accompanied by two sentinels  
either side, Alshain to the south and, much brighter, Tarazed to the north. Tarazed helps identify Altair when 
viewing is poor.

And what of NASA and mankind’s exploration of space? By the time you read this article, the Deep 
Impact mission will have attempted to crash a projectile into a comet, Tempel 1, in order to dig out a crater so  
that a telescope can examine, for the first time, the interior of a comet. The impact is due on July 4 th and may 
be visible  as  some sort  of  flash  with  binoculars  just  above the star  Spica in  the  constellation  of  Virgo.  
Unfortunately this will be very low in the west from the UK and will take place at 6 am GMT! I am sure they 
know what they are doing; I think I may have seen too many films about broken up comets and asteroids 
flying about. Even the name of the mission seems to be tempting fate!

-------00000-------

And from the Old Buffers:

Why is it that from the rich resources of our language with which we can express wonder, surprise and delight, some now 
choose to produce only the feeble: “wow!”?

How is it  that in all the recipes published in their hundreds in magazines and newspapers half  the ingredients either  
originate from North Africa or the eastern Mediterranean and, somewhat surprisingly, some of these are only available by 
mail from an exclusive delicatessen in the Cotswolds?



The Narrowboat  “Rebecca”
by John Hart

What led John Hart, a retired Commodore in the Royal Navy, with a long maritime background, including 
being the grandson of a Milford Haven trawler skipper, to the decision, in 2003, to commission Kingsground 
Narrowboats to build a narrowboat called ‘Rebecca’ in order to cruise the inland waterways?

Well, it all started with Joan, my wife, who is not particularly keen on the water and was not interested in  
sailing or other off-shore water sports.  So, in 1983, when I was due to sail to the South Atlantic for six months,  
after  much  nagging,  I  managed  to  convince  Joan  that  we  should  hire  a  canal  boat  (the  correct  term  is 
‘narrowboat’) for a mini break to see if we could handle it with our two children (Jonathan, then 9, and Philippa, 
2).

The boat yard provided a life jacket for Philippa, together with a harness and a length of line with a 
shackle at each end, so she could be secured to the boat when we were going through locks.  So the safety  
worries were resolved and the sun shone for the entire holiday; the boat and the children behaved and Joan 
decided she quite liked the idea of an English country cottage on water!  For the next ten years or so we hired  
boats on the inland waterway system - there are some 3,500 miles of connected waterways including major  
rivers and canals - and we were captivated by the fun of boating, the tranquillity of the waterways and the people 
we met along the way.

This led in 1990 to the decision to buy our first narrowboat called ‘Pembroke’.  It was built to a tight  
budget and as a result there were many compromises in the design and layout, particularly in the engineering 
and electrical areas and in the plumbing.

That said, ‘Pembroke’  is a very good boat and we have thoroughly enjoyed cruising the waterways. 
Whilst it does not generate mains electricity, it does have a dedicated land-line and the boat has proved to be a 
very useful pied-a-terre in London for me over the last few years and latterly for Philippa, now aged 24. However, 
Pembroke is not suitable for long term cruising and as retirement approached we had decided that we wanted to  
cruise each year, from Easter to the end of the summer, before returning to our home in Arundel, West Sussex,  
for the winter.

By the millennium I had started planning the Pembroke II project.  This required developing a detailed 
specification and finding answers to some important and potentially expensive questions.  We had to analyse 
how we saw our life style afloat.  Joan saw an English cottage, which was also a boat, whilst I saw a boat which  
could be a cottage - there is a difference.  So, yes, we ended up with all mod cons, including a washing machine, 
which requires the installation of mains electricity.  There were many other issues to resolve including:
• What length?  A full length narrowboat is 70ft but to cruise the entire system we needed to restrict the length  

to 60ft.
• What layout?  We opted for a covered cockpit area and, in the cabin, from forward to aft, we have a lounge 

(includes dining area which can double up as a guest bedroom), galley, bathroom, bedroom, utility area and 
engine bay at the stern.  The after deck is open but in what is termed ‘semi traditional’ style.

• Innovative and excellent joinery in the utility area has allowed the space to be used as an office with stowage 
for two folding cycles in a cupboard under the desk. In addition there is an emergency modern ‘Elsan’ type 
WC packed away under a boxed-in seat, and, of course, there is the washing machine and hot water tank.  
Not bad in just 6 feet of space!

• The answers to the questions about engineering led to the installation of a 43 HP main engine (Beta Marine  
Kubota - yes a Japanese engine but marinised in the UK), which supports a major bank of batteries, both to  
start the main engine and bow thruster, and to run the domestic services (fridge, lights, pumps, radios etc).

• There is a combined battery charger and inverter which gives 240 volts from the 12 volt batteries for small  
appliances such as TV.

• However,  for  larger  appliances  like  the  washing  machine  there  is  a  separate  3.5  Kva  Kholer  Diesel 
Generator.  This also gives us independence, because it allows us to stay moored alongside, say in Stratford 
Upon Avon, and charge batteries without running the main engine and if we were to break down the lights 
would stay on!!

• There is a diesel fired central heating system, backed up by free hot water via the main engine when the 
boat is underway and there is a separate diesel stove in the lounge, because Joan gets cold!

However the crucial  ingredient to ensue a successful  outcome for  the project  was finding the right 
people to build the boat.  Again we travelled the country and sought advice.  We identified a short list of six very 
well  respected  boat  builders  and  reduced  this  to  two  contenders  who  were  asked  to  provide  a  detailed  
specification and quote for the job.  In the end the hull was built by Pro-Build in September 2003 and the boat  
was fitted out by Kingsground Narrowboats (this is the main work) and launched in March 2004.  They made an 
excellent job and the after-sales support has been first class.

One of the most intractable questions with a second boat is the name.  Predictably we struggled - for a 
long time it was known as Pembroke II - however, our first grandchild was born, to Jonathan and his wife, Karen,  
in December 2003 so the boat was named after her, Rebecca.

We now have a stunning boat which always draws comment from passing boaters and has featured in 
the national boating magazine, ‘Canal and Riverboat’.  Joan and I are in our second year of cruising together - 
and, yes, we are still talking to each other!

John Hart, CBE, Commodore, RN (Ret’d) is the elder son of Mrs Bertha Hart of Burton Ferry.



The Reverend John Hale (1937-2005)
Formerly Rector of Burton and Vicar of Rosemarket

by Mike Warren
Burton and Rosemarket  were well  represented amongst  the several hundred visitors to St Peter’s 

Church, Goodwick, who gathered on February 16th to take part in a Service of Thanksgiving for the life of the 
Rev John Hale, who was Rector of Burton and Vicar of Rosemarket for so many years, and who had died so 
tragically a week earlier.

In his address, the Rev Brian Barnes, Vicar of St Peter’s, told us how John Hale had first trained as a 
teacher at Trinity College, Carmarthen, and obtained a diploma in bible studies at Bangor. He took up a post, 
teaching both Religious Education and football, one of his other great enthusiasms in life, but later he decided 
to enter the church full time, becoming a curate at Tenby before accepting the position of Rector at Burton in 
1971 and later that of Vicar of Rosemarket when the pastoral duties of the two churches were combined. In 
1999, he took early retirement due to the health problem which had dogged him for so many years. But he did  
not give up and over the years became involved in many activities in the Fishguard/Goodwick area. He was 
actively involved in the Gateway Club, the British Legion and the Llain Las complex for the elderly as well as 
being honorary curate at St Peter’s. His interest in football never faltered and over the years, golf also became 
one of his passions. 

The Vicar went on to praise John’s qualities both as a man as well as a priest. He emphasised the fact 
that he was a kindly, caring man, always conscious of his duties towards his fellow human beings and always 
ready to help anyone; in fact, he often helped out without even being asked to do so. The Vicar also made a 
point which I have since heard from several others and one which perhaps we could all learn from: “John Hale 
never said a word against anybody and no-one ever said a negative word about him”. He also explained that 
always guiding John was his absolute faith in God and his love of Jesus Christ, which helped him to deal with 
his health problem over such a long time. John was indeed very sure of his promised afterlife with the Lord.

I, personally, only knew John Hale as Rector of Burton for a few years and I was then only a fringe 
member of his congregation but I did find him to be an absolute gentleman in both senses of the word and a 
true “Man of God”.  We had several long conversations and when he left, I was never quite sure of all the 
topics we had been talking about; they were so many and various. I only know that the experience had been 
very rewarding. I can best sum up my feelings about him by quoting from the article by Wayfarer in the last In 
Touch, when he drew attention to a memorial in St Aidan’s Church, Llawhaden, which described a long-gone 
vicar as “gentleman, scholar, and Christian”, the three qualities we first look for in our spiritual leaders. These 
qualities John Hale had in abundance.

To get some impression of John’s activities at Burton, I  spoke to Mrs Ceridwen Jenkins, who was 
Warden there for some nine years, during his 28-year incumbency. She spoke of his unstinting care for all in  
the parish, including those who belonged to the Catholic and free churches or no church at all. He was always 
available, day or night,  to deal with their problems in life and was a regular  and meticulous visitor to the 
elderly, sick or lonely, as well as those who just wanted a chat. She felt that perhaps John belonged to an  
earlier age when each little community had its very own Vicar,  Doctor,  Shoolmaster and Policeman, all of  
whom were respected and contributed to village life. Mrs Jenkins gave me some insight into John’s interests: 
music (he was an accomplished organist, electronic and otherwise) and an enthusiasm for the works of Dylan 
Thomas, but basically he was a very private man. She also mentioned John’s rather attractive booklet on the 
history of Burton Church which was published in 2000. Copies are still available at the Church, price £2.

During the thanksgiving service, David Barrah, from Rosemarket, read, with obvious sincerity, a poem, 
chosen by one of John Hale’s long term Wardens at Rosemarket Church, Mrs Barbara Summons which, I  
feel, provides a very fitting conclusion to this appreciation:

Not, how did he die, but how did he live?
Not, what did he gain, but what did he give?

These are the units to measure the worth
Of a man as a man, regardless of birth.

Not what was his church, nor what was his creed?
But had he befriended those really in need?
Was he ever ready, with word of good cheer,

To bring back a smile, to banish a tear?
Not what did the sketch in the newspaper say,

But how many were sorry when he passed away?
                                                                                        Anon, from “Funerals”

-------00000-------
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